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I  _  i. ' 

New  Becks  in  Phyftck  jujl  imported  by  T.  Becket  and  P.  A, 

De  Hondt,  in  the  Strand. 

1.  A  NT.  Storck  Libellus  de  Ufu  interno  Stramonii,  Hyofci* 

ami,  Aconiti.  Vienna,  1762. 

2.  Ant.  Storck  Libellus  de  Ufu  interno  Cicutae.  Vienna,  1761. 

Tranflations  of  the  above  are  lately  publilhed. 

3.  B.  S.  Albini  de  Sceleto  Humano,  4to.  Leide,  1762. 

4.  Halleri  Elementa  Phyfiologias,  Tom.  IV.  1762. 

5.  Allioni  Rariorum  Pedemontii  Stirpium  Specimen,  cum  mul- 
tis  Fig.  4to.  Turin, 1755. 

6.  - de  Miliarum  Origine,  Progreffu,  Natura,  et  Curatione, 

8vo.  Turin,  1758. 

7.  Boerhaave  de  Morbis. Nervorum,  2  Vol.  i2mo.  1761. 

8.  Van  Svvieten  Maladies  des  Armces,  J2mo.  1762. 

9.  Aftruc  Maladies  des  Femmes,  4  Vols.  izmo.  1761. 

io.  Pharmacop.  Parifienfis,  Editio  altera,  4to.  1758. 

“i.  Levret  PArt  des  Accouchemens,  8vo.  1761. 

'vjzos  Traite  des  Accouchemens,  4to.  1760, 
ietiud  Precis  de  la  Medicine,  8vo.  1762. 
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IT  is  a  troublefome  thing  to  be  afflided  with 
difeafes ;  but  the  fick  eafily  bear  that  trouble, 
while  there  is  any  hope  of  a  cure. 


But  while  they  find  no  relief,  after  the  ufe  of 
many  medicines,  but  grow  rather  worfe,  the 
diforder  often  becomes  more  cruel  than  death 
itfelf. 

For  the  fick,  who  are  affli&ed  with  fuch  con¬ 
tinued  mifery,  hourly  pray  for  an  end  of  their 
lives. 

The  pains  then  bellowed  upon  the  cure  of 
fuch  grievous  difeafes,  and  on  difcovering  new 
and  efficacious  remedies,  is  highly  ufeful  to 
mankind. 

For  this  purpofe  the  plants  called  Poifonous 
promife  much. 

That  is  plainly  demonftrated  by  the  experL 
ments  on  Thorn-Apple,  Henbane,  and 
Aconite,  or  Monks  hoop,  related  in  tbefe 
few  pages. 


But 


But  I  would  not  be  fuppofed  to  think,  that 
the  fpecific  virtue  of  thefe  plants  is  certainly  de¬ 
termined  by  thefe  few  trials ;  for  I  was  ftill  very 
much  employed  in  learning,  firft,  how  they  might 
be  given  with  fafety  ;  and  then  to  point  out,  in 
what  difeafes  they  are  proper. 

•  \  #  J  • 

V  _♦  .  V  •• 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  well  allured,  that, 
whoever  follows  my  method  in  making  the  trial, 
will  hurt  none,  and  may  benefit  many. 


Of  Thor  n-A  ppl  e. 

,  / 

AS  my  dation  at  Court,  two  years  ago,  required  that 
I  fhould  fpend  the  fummer  at  Hetzendorf ,  and 
take  care  of  the  Imperial  Family  redding  at  that 
place,  I  very  often,  on  a  morning  or  evening,  walked 
out  to  the  neighbouring  fields,  in  fearch  of  plants  which 
grow  in  thofe  places. 

I  confidered  not  fo  much  their  botanical  characters,  as 
barely,  what  ufe,  each  plant  I  knew,  might  be  of;  what 
diftemper  it  might  be  adminiftered  in  by  Phyficians, 
and  what  effects  it  had  produced. 

I  for  the  mod  part  met  with  fuch  plants  as  are  ex¬ 
tremely  well  known,  and  generally  ufed  in  medicine,  and 
approved  of  by  a  long  experience,  and  an  immemorial 
practice. 

But  in  the  months  of  June,  July ,  and  Auguft ,  I  ob¬ 
served  about  the  Imperial  Garden  at  Hetzendorf ,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Schonbrun ,  Pent  zing,  and  Hiet- 
zing ,  great  plenty  of  Thorn-apple  growing,  and  thriving 
well. 

Stramonium  *  is  the  officinal  name  of  this  plant ;  its 
botanical  names  are,  Datura  pericarpiis  fpinofis,  ere  Pus, 
ovatis ;  Linn.  Species  Plant,  p.  l79* 

Solanum  foetidum,  fomo  fpinofo  oblongo,  fore  albo  in- 
fundibuliformi .  C.  Bauhin.  Pin.  p.  168. 

I  well  know,  that  this  plant  is  altogether  difufed  in 
Phyfick,  and  defcribed  by  Authors,  as  highly  noxious 
both  to  man  and  bead. 

*  In  German,  called  Stech-ApfeL 
In  French,  Pomme  epineufe . 

In  Englifh,  Thorn-Apple. 

Datura  ofc. 

Datura  fruBu  fpinofo  ere  Bo,  calyce  pentagons, 

Solanum  maniacum ,  Diosc.  Colum* 
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But  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  not  unacquainted  with 
what  was  heretofore  written  concerning  the  ufe  of  Hem¬ 
lock,  as  being  unahimoufly  pronounced  a  plant  of  a 
highly  deleterious  quality. 

All  which  was  afterwards  found,  and  proved  by  re¬ 
peated  trials,  to  be  falfe  and  grolindlefs. 

For,  a  medicine  is  procured  from  it,  which  is  admi- 
niflered  with  fafety  to  patients,  and  very  often  found 
effectual. 

After  I  had  frequently  revolved  thefe  things  in  my 
own  mind,  I  at  length  determined  to  gather  fome  'Thorn- 
apple,  and  to  bring  it  to  a  medical  tell. 

I  was  in  the  firft  place  to  try,  whether  what  Botanifts 
had  written  about  this  plant,  could  be  depended  on. 

In  fome  of  whom  we  read,  that  if  it  is  hut  [melt  to,  it 
intoxicates. 

The  experiment  was  therefore  of  a  dangerous  nature: 
but  this  did  not  at  all  daunt  me  ;  I  boldly  proceeded. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1760,  I  went  out  very 
early  on  a  morning,  faffing,  in  fearch  of  this  plant,  and 
I  gathered  a  great  deal  of  it. 

I  ftrongly  rubbed  the  leaves  and  ftalk  between  my 
fingers,  and  often  fmelled  to  them  :  I  indeed  perceived 
a  rank,  difagreeable,  naufeous  fmell,  but  obferved 
nothing  intoxicating,  or  inebriating. 

This  gave  me  great  pleafure,  and  emboldened  me  to 
go  on  with  the  experiment. 

On  the  third  day  after,  I  caufed  a  large  quantity  of 
this  plant  to  be  brought  to  me. 

And  I  fhred  it  fmall  myfelf  (throwing  away  only  the 
root,)  then  beat  it  in  a  marble  mortar,  and  exprelTcd 
the  juice. 

I  was  fenfible  of  no  diforder  from  it  >  as  little  was 
my  fervant,  who  affifted  me,  tho’  I  often  and  earneftly 
afkedhim. 

After  I  had  done,  I  made  a  hearty  fupper,  flept  found 
all  that  night,  in  the  fame  room  in  which  all  this  was 
done,  with  the  windows  fhut. 


On 
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On  waking  in  the  morning,  I  perceived  an  uncorm- 
mon,  dull,  heavy  pain  in  my  head  :  in  other  refpeds  I 
was  brifk,  calm,  and  fit  for  bufinefs. 

After  breakfad,  this  dull,  heavy  pain  in  my  head, 
went  alfo  off. 

From  the  fhred  plant  I  expreffed  eight  pounds  of 
juice,  which  1  evaporated  to  the  confidence  of  an  ex- 
trad,  on  a  flow  fire,  in  a  glazed  earthen  veffel,  often 
flirring  with  a  wooden  fpatula,  to  prevent  its  burning. 

A  very  difagreeable  vapour  arofe  from  it,  but  with- 
out  caufing  any  diforder  in  my  head,  or  my  fervanTs, 
who  was  employed  with  me  in  the  operation. 

The  extrad  coagulated  in  a  cool  place,  to  a  black, 
friable  mafs,  which  fparkled  with  innumerable  oblong, 
faline  fpiculae. 

I  laid  a  grain  and  a  half  of  this  mafs  on  my  tongue, 
and  on  perceiving  no  diforder  by  it,  I  drongly  preffed  it 
againd  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  and  by  often  rolling  it 
about  with  my  tongue,  at  lad  didolved  it. 

I  then  perceived  fo  difagreeable  and  naufeous  a  tade, 
that  I  fhould  have  di  redly  thrown  it  out,  had  not  my 
fondnefs  to  go  on  with  the  experiment,  redrained  me. 

When  diffolved,  I  at  length  fvvallowed  it  down. 

For  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  a  difagreeable  rank 
tade  remained  in  my  mouth,  which  gradually  went  off, 
of  itfelf. 

After  taking  it  down,  I  neither  ate,  nor  drank,  for 
three  whole  hours,  in  order  to  obferve  the  iffue. 

But  notwithdanding  all  my  attention,  I  felt  nothing 
extraordinary  *,  I  was  as  well  that  day  as  ever ;  without 
either  my  memory  or  judgment  being  in  the  lead  difor- 
dered,  or  affeded. 

This  circumdance  gave  me  very  great  pleafure. 

I  own,  indeed,  at  fird  I  was  apprehenfive,  led  what 
Authors  have  remarked  concerning  this  plant,  fhould 
happen  to  be  my  own  cafe. 

For,  lofs  of  judgment  appears  a  more  grievous  cala¬ 
mity  to  me  than  death  itfelf. 

B  % 
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But  after  making  the  firft  experiment  on  myfelf,  and 
perceiving  no  manner  of  diforder,  either  on  that  day,  or 
on  the  following  days,  I  concluded,  that  extrabf  of 
‘ Thorn-apple  might  be  fafely  adminiftred  to  patients  in  a 
fmall  dole. 

We  happened  at  that  time»to  have  to  do  with 
a  diforder,  or  cafe,  wherein  it  might  be  fuppofed  to 
anfwer  *,  and  patients,  to  whom  it  might  prove  of  fervice. 

I  then  again  confulted  both  ancient  and  modern 
Writers  \  but  to  no  purpofe.  For  all  of  them  unani- 
fcnoufly  write,  that  Them- apple  diforders  the  mind,  caufes 
madnefs,  deftroys  our  ideas  and  memory,  and  occafions 
convulfions. 

Thefe  are  all  very  bad  effects,  and  which  diffuaded 
me  from  the  internal  ufe  of  Thorn-apple. 

However,  T  thence  formed  the  following  query  :  If 
Thorn- apple,  by  difor dering  the'  mind ,  caufes  madnefs  in 
foitnd  per fons ;  may  we  not  try,  whether  by  difturbing  and 
changing  the  ideas  end  common  fenfoiy ,  it  might  not  bring 
the  in  fane,  and  perfons  bereft  of  their  reafon ,  to  fanity  or 
feundnefs  of  mind \  and  by  a  contrary  motion  remove  con - 
,  vi ilfions  in  the  convulfed  ? 

This  notion  was,  indeed,  far  -fetched,  yet  it  was  not 
without  lo rne  good  fuccefs. 

The  experiments,  or  cafes,  are  as  follow : 

Case  I.  ' 

Jjk  Girl,  of  twelve  years  old,  was  difordered  in  her 
mind  for  two  months  ;  anfwered  confufedly  when 
afked  any  quellion,  and  what  words  fhe  uttered  fhe 
could  not  perftdlly  articulate. 

She  was  fallen  and  refractory,  and  neither  by  fair 
nor  by  foul  means  could  be  brought  to  her  duty. 

The  medicines  that  were  tried  proved  ineffectual ; 
naif  a  grain,  therefore,  of  extract  of  Thorn-apple  was 
adminiitered  in  the  morning  (in  the  form  of  a  pill,)  and 
repeated  at  night  in  the  fame  dofe,  drinking  upon  it 
each  time  a  fmall  cup-full  of  veal-broth,  or  an  infufion 

tea. 
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For  fourteen  days  no  alteration  was  obferved  in  the 
patient  by  the  ufe  of  this  extrad. 

But  after  the  third  week  fhe  began  to  be  lefs  fullen, 
returned  more  pertinent  anfwers,  and  fpoke  diftindly 
enough. 

In  two  months  time,  always  continuing  the  ufe  of 
the  fame  medicine,  but  increafing  its  dofe  (as  fhe  took 
for  the  fecond  month  the  pill  of  half  a  grain  thrice  a  day,) 
fhe  began  to  reafon  extremely  well,  and  faid  her  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  prayers  (which  before  fhe  could  not) 
with  a  clear  and  diftind  voice,  gained  a  good  memory, 
and  gradually  recovered  her  underftanding. 

From  thefe  circumftances  I  came  to  be  convinced, 
that  extrad  of  'Thorn-apple  may  with  fafety  be  admini- 
flered,  and  for  a  long  time  with  good  efied. 

Case  II. 

A  Woman  of  about  forty,  having  for  two  years  been 
affiided  with  a  vertigo ,  could  find  no  relief  by  any 
medicines. 

She  came  gradually  to  be  difordered  in  her  mind,  and 
a  degree  of  madnefs  accompanied  her  vertigo. 

She  was  then  carried  to  our  hofpital. 

The  medicines  that  were  prefcribed  gave  her  no  man¬ 
ner  of  relief. 

She  began  to  be  raving  and  furious,  rofe  up  out  of 
bed  in  the  night,  and  by  her  bawling  difhirbed  and 
frightened  the  other  patients,  fome  of  whom  fhe  would 
forcibly  pull  out  of  bed. 

In  this  condition  I  adminiflered  to  her,  morning  and 
evening,  half  a  grain  of  extrad  of  Thorn-apple . 

The  firft  day  fhe  diredly  became  more  compofed, 
but  in  the  night  turned  as  furious  as  ever. 

The  third  day  I  gave  her  one  grain  of  the  extrad  in 
the  morning,  and  another  at  night. 

All  the  fymptoms  became  thereby  milder. 

The  patient  bawled  out,  indeed,  in  the  night,  but 
did  not  rife  out  of  bed,  and  loon  after  fell  afleep-  again. 

On 
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On  the  fourth  fhe  began  to  give  more  pertinent  an- 
fwers,  but  foon  fell  again  into  her  old  raving  fits. 

Her  days  and  nights  were  then  calm  and  quiet  enough. 

On  the  eighth  I  gave  her,  thrice  a  day,  one  grain  of 
extract  of  Thorn-apple . 

Thisdofe  was  continued  till  the  fourth  week  ;  at  this 
time  all  her  fury  was  laid,  her  madnefs  went  off,  her 
found  mind,  fpeech,  and  judgment  returned,  and  fhe 
flept  the  whole  night  as  found  as  her  fellow  patients. 

She  gave  very  pertinent  anfwers,  ate  heartily,  and 
even  to  a  degree  of  voracity  >  her  flrength  was  good, 
and  flie  walked  about  the  room  and  abroad  in  the  open  air. 

Yet  the  vertigo  frequently  and  fuddenly  returned 
upon  her,  as  it  had  done  before  fhe  ufed  this  medicine, 
and  at  times  with  fuch  violence  as  to  make  her  fall  down 
as  in  an  apoplectic  fit  :  fhe,  however,  always  retained 
prefence  of  mind. 

It  was  enough  for  my  purpofe  that  extract  of  Thorn- 
apple  cured  madnefs  i  and  upon  obferving  that  the  ver¬ 
tigo  wras  not  thereby  removed,  I  forbore  its  farther  ufe. 

I  again  tried  feveral  things  in  order  to  remove  the 
vertigo,  but  to  no  purpofe. 

She  lived  five  months  in  all  in  the  hofpital ;  all  her 
functions  of  mind  were  good  and  found,  but  the  vertigo 
turned  gradually  ftronger,  and  the  fits  of  it  became 
more  frequent. 

If  the  patient  fat  upright  in  bed  fhe  vras  free  of  her 
difo  -  der  ;  bur  if  fhe  lay  with  her  head  a  little  lower,  or 
moved  her  body,  direCtly  a  dimnefs,  vertigo,  and 
anxiety,  came  upon  her. 

Her  flrength  gradually  diminifhed,  and  at  length  a 
true  apoplexy  and  fudden  death  fucceeded. 

After  difieCting  her,  we  found  all  the  veins  of  the 
brain  varicofe  ;  the  finus  falciformis ,  in  its  anterior  part, 
for  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  turned  bony  •,  the  two 
anterior  ventricles  of  the  brain  preternaturally  diftend- 
ed,  and  replete  with  many  hydatides  of  different  fizes 
and  fhapes. 


All 
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All  the  vifcera  in  the  reft  of  the  body  were  in  a  very 
found  ftate. 

From  thefe  difcoveries,  made  after  her  death,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  vertigo  of  this  patient  was  an  incurable 
difeafe. 

For  what  Phyfician,  did  he  ever  fo  well  know  the 
true  caufe  of  this  diforder,  could  pretend  to  remove  the 
hydatides ,  or  reftore  the  bony  finus  to  its  natural  foftnefs  ? 

It  fufficeth,  that  by  the  ufe  of  Thorn-apple  her  rage 
was  laid,  and  her  madnefs  cured,  and  that  it  produced 
no  bad  fymptom,  ^ 


Case  III. 


A  Peafant,  of  thirty-two  years,  was  from  a  child  fo 
violently  afflidbed  with  frightful  convulftons,  and  a 
true  epilepfy,  every  third  or  fourth  week,  that  after 
every  fit  he  remained  weak,  out  of  his  mind,  and  mad 
for  feveral  days  together. 

He  happened  to  be  feized  with  an  acute  putrid  fever, 
and  then  he  was  brought  to  our  hofpital. 

After  being  fourteen  days  in  the  hofpital,  he  began  to 
grow  better. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  week,  as  he  wanted  to  quit 
the  hofpital,  he  was  feized  with  a  convulfion,  and  a  vio¬ 
lent  fit  of  an  epilepfy,  which  held  him  for  three  hours. 

After  the  fit  was  over,  he  had  a  delirium  with  a  fever, 
and  his  ftrength  was  quite  gone. 

I  adminiftred  the  following  emulfion  : 

Take  camphire  fifteen  grains,  melon-feeds  and  fweet 
almonds  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  each  ^  make  an  emulfion 
with  a  decoftion  of  barley ;  to  two  pounds  of  which, 
after  ftraining,  add  fyrup'of  diacodium  and  fyrup  of 
mint,  of  each  one  ounce  :  mix,  and  let  the  patient  take 
every  other  hour  two  fpoonfuls. 

In  twenty-four  hours  he  recovered  his  ftrength, 
and  fat  upright  in  bed,  and  had  no  longer  any  tremor  in 
iiis  hands  •  but  yet  the  delirium  was  not  gone  off. 

On  the  third  day  he  turned  voracious,  and  would 

violently 
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violently  fnatch  the  food  from  the  other  patients,  and 
very  greedily  devour  what  was  given  him. 

A  degree  of  rage  alternately  accompanied  the  delirium. 

On  the  fourth,  in  the  morning,  I  began  to  give  him 
a  pill  (of  one  grain)  of  extradl  of  Thorn-apple^  which  I 
repeated  at  night. 

l  ie  had  a  quiet  night. 

On  the  fifth  no  rage  was  obfervable,  but  yet  he  was 
ftill  quite  out  of  his  fenles,  nor  did  he  give  any  perti¬ 
nent  anfwers. 

However,  he  was  traflable  in  every  refpedt,  neither 
did  he  fo  greedily  devour  what  was  offered  him,  nor 
were  his  looks  any  longer  fo  wild  and  frantick. 

On  the  6th,  I  continued  the  fame  dofe,  and  the 
fymptoms  in  like  manner  were  the  fame. 

The  fame  thing  was  obfervable  on  the  feventh  day. 

Neither  was  there  any  alteration  on  the  eighth  day. 

On  the  ninth  I  gave,  at  three  different  tipes,  one  pill 
of  one  grain. 

This  day  the  patient  was  very  compofed,  and  in  the 
afternoon  ilept  feveral  hours. 

His  mind  was  (till  difordered  *,  yet  he  flept  very  well 
and  found  every  night. 

On  the  tenth,  he  often  anfwrered  pertinently,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  being  hungry. 

On  the  eleventh,  he  walked  about  the  room,  and 
talked  with  the  other  patients,  but  continuing  to  fpeak 
for  fome  time,  he  was  again  difordered  in  his  mind,  and 
ipoke  impertinently  •,  but  a  little  after,  he  owned  he  was 
in  the  wrong,  and  then  he  corrected  himfelf,  and  began 
to  talk  rationally. 

On  the  twelfth,  fcarce  any  thing  amifs  was  obfervable. 

On  the  thirteenth,  Ke  was  extremely  well,  and  faid, 
that  his  head  was  never  fo  free,  and  his  mind  never  fo' 
calm  and  clear  •,  that  almoft  all  his  life  long  he  was  in  a 
languishing  flate,  but  now  there  was  an  univerfaj 
change  wrought  in  him,  and  he  was  vigorous  and  aftive. 

I  kept  him  (till  in  the  hofpital,  that  I  might  fee* 
whether  the  fit  would  return  at  the  due  time. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  prefcribed  three  pills  a  day,  and 
the  diet  of  a  perfon  in  health. 

He  had  every  day  a  natural  ftool,  but  difcharged  a 
copious,  pale  urine. 

All  the  functions  of  his  mind  were  free  and  found, 
his  ftrength  entire  and  good,  and  all  his  mufcles  brawny. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  week,  all  of  a  fud- 
den,  he  was  unexpectedly  feized  with  an  epileptic  fit. 

But  it  was  flight,  and  Lifted  not  above  a  quarter  of 
an  hour. 

Nor  did  the  patient  lofe  ftrength  thereby,  neither 
was  he  difcompofed  in  his  mind. 

This  gave  me  great  fatisfaClion,  and  I  made  him  con¬ 
tinue  the  ufe  of  the  fame  pills  in  the  fame  dofe. 

In  a  fewr  days,  finding  himfelf  extremely  well,  he 
begged,  I  might  give  him  a  good  many  of  thele  pills, 
to  take  at  home'-,  with  a  promife,  direCUy  to  return  to 
me,  if  he  found  but  the  leaft  diforder. 

But  from  that  time  forth  I  faw  him  no  more. 

As  he  experienced  the  good  effeCts  of  thefe  pills,  it 
is  probable  he  would  have  returned  again  to  the  hofpi- 
tal,  had  his  diforder  recurred  upon  him. 

C  A  S  E  IV. 

Girl  of  nine  years,  was  for  four  weeks  afflidled  fe- 
veral  times  in  a  day  with  a  very  ftrong  convulfion 
of  her  wrhole  body. 

The  moft  fkilful  Phyficians  exerted  all  their  art  to  the 
utmoft,  to  relieve  this  poor  girl. 

And  yet  the  diforder  by  no  means  abated. 

I  advifed  to  give,  morning  and  evening,  half  a  grain 
of  extradl  of  Thorn-apple. 

The  convulfions  were  thereby  heightened. 

Next  day  half  a  grain  w*as  again  adminiftred  in  the 
morning,  and  as  much  at  night ;  but  the  diforder  was 
the  more  exafperated. 

And  then  the  ufe  of  the  extraCh  was  intermitted  for 
fome  days,  and  at  length  refumed  again ;  but  the  for¬ 
mer  fymptoms  recurred. 

Wherefore  it  was  neceftary  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine,  and  to  haverecourfe  to  others  for  this  patient. 

C  Case 


10 


Of  Thorn-Apple. 
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A  Young  man,  of  about  twenty,  was  for  feveral  years 
afflicted  with  a  moft  dreadful  epilepfy. 

He  knew  not  the  caufe  of  his  diforder. 

He  was  ufually  taken  fuddenly  with  a  fit,  four,  five, 
fix,  or  feven  times  a  day,  which  always  lafted  for  half 
an  hour  and  above. 

His  ftrength  was  thereby  weakened,  his  mind  ftupi- 
fied,  his  whole  countenance  fad  and  melancholy. 

No  medicine  afforded  him  hitherto  any  relief, 

I  therefore  gave  him  thrice  a  day  half  a  grain  of  ex¬ 
tract  of  Thorn-apple* 

The  patient  continued  the  ufe  of  this  dofe  for  four 
days,  but  he  obferved  no  alteration  by  it. 

I  then  gave  thrice  a  day  a  full  grain. 

By  which  the  fits  came  to  be  lefs  frequent,  more  mild 
and  fhort. 

His  mind  came  fenfibly  to  be  more  compofed,  his 
countenance  more  chearful,  and  his  lpeech  more  free, 
which  before  was  attended  with  difficulty  and  impediment. 

On  the  twentieth  day,  I  gave  four  grains. 

And  then  the  diftemper  became  fo  mild,  that  only  a' 
flight  fit  or  two  a  day  were  obfervable. 

His  ftrength  enareafed,  and  all  his  melancholy  gra-> 
dually  difappeared. 

On  the  thirtieth,  I  gave  five  grains. 

On  the  thirty-firft,  only  two  flight  fits  were  perceivable,' 

On  the  thirty- fecond  and  thirty-third,  the  patient  was 
quite  free. 

On  the  thirty-fourth,  he  had  three  fits,  and  much 
more  violently  than  on  the  thirty-firft. 

On  the  thirty -fifth  and  thirty- fixth,  the  patient  found 
himfelf  well,  had  an  appetite,  was  chearful. 

On  the  thirty- feven th,  he  was  twice  ftrongly  convulfed. 

On  the  thirty-eighth,  three  flight  fits  were  obfervable, 
which  lafted  only  for  a  moment,  without  difordering 
the  mind. 

Bur,  in  the  preceding  fits,  the  memory  and  all  fenfa- 
tion  were  abolifhed. 

On 
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On  the  thirty-ninth,  the  patient  was  free.  The  fame 
day  I  gave  him  fix  grains  of  extradl  of  Thorn-apple. 

This  dofe  I  ftili  continued  for  a  whole  month  longer, 
and  the  patient  was  almoft  cured ;  but  then  the  medi¬ 
cine  happened  to  be  out,  and  it  was:  the  winter  feafon, 
in  which  none  could  be  prepared. 

Whence  the  experiment,  which  hitherto  anfwered  fo 
very  well,  was  neceffarily  broke  off. 

I  advifed  his  taking  in  the  mean  time  other  medi¬ 
cines  :  but  as  I  could  not  fupply  him  with  any  more  of 
thefe  pills,  he  refufed  taking  any  others. 

CHAP.  II. 

Of  H  E  N  B  A  N  E*. 

THIS  plant  has  a  thick,  rugofe,  multindous  root,' 
dark-coloured  without,  and  white  within  *,  it  has 
foft,  large,  downy,  fetid  leaves  ;  its  dalles  are  two  cu¬ 
bits  high,  thick,  branchy,  and  befet  with  a  thick  down 
its.  flowers  are  monopetalous,  divided  into  five  obtufe 
fegments  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  with  fome  purple  veins 
intermixed,  &c.  It  grows  about  villages,  and  on  the 
high- ways. 

But  yet  mod  authors  forbid  the  internal  ufe  of  it. 
There  are  fome  compofitions  in  the  Difpenfatory,  in 
which  the  extrabt  of  this  herb  is  an  ingredient. 

But  fo  fmall  a  portion  goes  to  a  dofe,  that  it  can  have 
no  manner  of  effect. 

I  therefore  refolved  to  try  what  the  extract  alone 
would  produce  in  the  human  body. 

I  infpiffated  the  juice,  expreffed  from  the  frefh  plant 
(without  the  root,)  to  the  confidence  of  an  extradt,  over 
a  gentle  fire.  .  . 

*  In  German,  Doll  kraut. 

In  French,  de  la  Hanehane. 

Hyofciamus  Ojjic. 

Hyofciamus  foliis  amplexicaulibus, 

Hyofciamus  Math,  omnium. 

Hyofciamus  niger,  S.  Apollinarisherba.  Altercum  Arabum,  L02* 

C  2  I  made 
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I  made  the  fird  experiment  on  a  middling  dog,  by  put¬ 
ting  down  his  throat  a  bolus  of  ten  grains  of  this  extract. 

I  obfervedno  manner  of  alteration  in  the  dog;  he  ran 
about  brifkly,  and  fwallowed  with  a  good  appetite  what 
was  given  him. 

On  the  third  day  I  gave  the  fame  dog  twenty  grains 
with  a  piece  of  flefh. 

And  neither  did  any  fymptom  appear  from  it. 

On  the  fixth  I  forced  down  the  domach  of  the  fame 
dog  two  drachms  of  this  extract. 

He  turned  timorous  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
lapped  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  fwallowed  the  flefh 
that  was  thrown  him. 

In  about  half  an  hour  he  fell  into  a  languor,  kept 
his  eyes  open,  and  his  pupil  very  much  dilated  ;  he  dag¬ 
gered  as  he  walked,  Humbled  againd  every  thing  in  his 
way,  and  aim  oft  loft  his  flght. 

Then  he  laid  himfelf  to  deep. 

He  fhewed  anxiety  in  his  lleep,  and  the  pit  of  the 
domach  was  very  often  violently  drawn  in. 

In  about  two  hours  he  began  to  caft  up  all  he  had 
fwallowed,  and  when  he  Hood  he  trembled,  and  was 
very  weak. 

After  vomiting  three  times,  he  had  five  flools. 

The  faeces  were  liquid,  dufkjfh,  in  great  quantity, 
and  very  fetid. 

His  eyes  continued  immoveable,  and  the  pupil  very 
much  dilated,  and  his  fight  feemed  to  be  almoft  gone. 

Then  the  dog  began  to  fleep  again,  the  fpafms  about 
the  pit  of  the  domach  abated,  and  gradually  ceafed  al¬ 
together. 

He  flept  for  four  hours,  and  lay  very  ftill,  nor  did 
his  limbs  quiver  as  they  ufed  to  do  a  little  before. 

After  fleeping,  his  eyes  came  to  their  natural  date, 
and  he  could  very  well  diftinguifh  objedls  by  fight ;  his 
drength  was  good;  he  was  brifk,  and  fwallowred  bread 
and  flefh  with  a  good  appetite. 

I  dill  kept  this  dog  for  feveral  weeks  longer,  in  all 
which  time  he  was  healthy,  watchful,  and  bride. 


From 
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From  this  I  faw,  that  extradl  of  Henbane ,  given  in  a 
fmall  dole,  cannot  be  noxious,  but  given  in  a  large 
quantity,  may  caufe  diforders  and  anxieties. 

I  therefore  took  every  day,  in  the  morning  failing, 
for  a  week,  one  grain. 

I  found  myfelf  as  well  as  ever,  and  found,  and  ne¬ 
ver  oblerved  any  alteration  in  my  fight. 

For  this  fymptom  in  the  dog  raifed  a  fufpicion  in  me. 

But  in  the  days  on  which  I  took  it*  I  had  a  more  open 
belly,  and  a  far  better  appetite. 

After  making  the  trial  for  a  week  without  any  detri¬ 
ment,  I  imagined  it  might  be  adminiflered  to  patients. 

But  yet  only  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  other  medicines 
iliould  prove  of  no  fervice. 

In  a  iliort  time  the  following  cafe  offered. 


Case  I. 


Woman,  of  thirty-feven  years  of  age,  had  for  more 


than  a  year  been  almoft  daily  affi idled  with  fearful 
convulfions. 

But  thefe  convulfions  were  by  no  means  all  over  her 
body,  but  wandering,  at  one  time  taking  the  breafl,  then 
the  belly,  again  the  feet,  and  then  the  arms,  &c. 

The  patient  fuffered  great  pain,  her  flrength  and  ap¬ 
petite  were  almoft  quite  gone,  nor  could  fhe  ever  fleep ; 
at  times  fhe  threw  up  a  great  deal  of  bile  of  an  erugi- 
nous  caft. 

And  while  the  convulfions  feized  the  lower  belly,  the 
fphindler  of  the  anus  was  fo  ftrongly  contracted,  that  a 
clyfter-pipe  could  on  no  account  be  introduced  and 
then  flie  had  a  ftrangury,  attended  with  a  continual  and 
highly  painful  tenefmus. 

Medicines,  recommended  both  by  ancients  and  mo¬ 
derns,  and  proved  by  numerous  experiments  to  be  good 
in  convulfions,  were  without  any  efficacy  on  this  patient. 

Opium  alone,  and  that  in  a  large  dofe,  abated  the 
paroxyfms,  lulled  the  pains,  and  at  length  {tilled  the 
convulfive  motions  of  the  nerves,  but  yet  prevented  not 
a  fpeedy  return  befides,  it  brought  on  coftivenefs,  and 
that  to  a  degree  that  clyfters  could  bring  nothing  away. 
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The  known  medicines  being  therefore  employed  in 
vain  on  this  patient,  I  adminiftered  extract  of  Henbane. 

The  patient  took  one  grain  in  the  morning,  a  iecond 
an  hour  before  dinner,  and  a  third  at  night. 

In  four  days  time  fhe  oblerved  her  appetite  to  return, 
her  belly  more  open,  and  the  paroxyfms  no  longer  to 
rage  with  that  violence. 

I  therefore  increafed  the  dofe,  and  exhibited  thrice  a 
day  two  grains  of  extract  of  Henbane . 

After  which  fhe  was  free  for  feven  days  from  any 
convulfion,  had  an  appetite,  and  plentiful  dools,  of  a 
proper  confidence,  with  quiet  and  refrefhing  deep. 

On  the  8th  day  fhe  had  flight  twitchings  in  her  belly 
and  feet,  but  they  were  foon  fupprefled  by  opium. 

I  then  gave  nine  grains  a  day  of  this  extract,  by  which 
the  belly  was  quite  open,  and  the  appetite  in  a  tolerable 
good  ftatc. 

I  continued  this  dofe  for  two  months,  and  as  no  fign 
of  convulfion  appeared,  I  forbore  its  further  ufe. 


Case  II. 


Young  woman  of  twenty-four  had  for  five  weeks  a 


convulflve  tremor  in  her  right  foot,  and  therefore 
could  neither  lie  (till,  nor  fit,  much  lefs  walk. 

After  trying  feveral  remedies,  I  at  length  gave,  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening,  one  grain  of  extract  of  Henbane. 

On  the  fifth  cay,  I  began  to  give  thrice  a  day  one  grain. 

And  in  a  few  days  the  tremor  abated,  and  in  three 
weeks  time  the  diforder  went  quite  off. 

The  patient,  by  ufing  the  pills,  had  daily  copious 
dools  ♦,  but  before,  only  once  in  two  or  three  days, 
flools  of  a  hard  confidence,  which  fhe  difeharged  with 
much  draining. 

There  was  alfo  obferved  a  change  of  colour  in  her 
urine,  which  had  always  before  been  limpid,  watry,  and 
inodorous  but  by  ufing  the  pills,  turned  of  its  natural 
.colour ;  or  fometimes  from  red  to  dufkifh,  and  then  a 
thick,  fizy  cloud  fettled  to  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 

put  what  deferves  attention,  is,  that  this  patient  al¬ 
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ways  in  half  an  hour  after  taking  the  pill,  began  to  feel 
a  chillinefs  and  fhuddering  all  over  her  body,  with 
anxieties,  a  cold  fweat,  weaknefs  of  light,  and  a  fenfe  of 
a  beginning  fainting-fit. 

But  thefe  fymptoms  lafted  not  above  two  or  three 
minutes,  and  then  the  patient  was  well  again,  without 
lofs  of  firength,  and  with  an  abatement  of  the  diforder 
in  her  foot  ;  I  therefore  continued  the  ufe  of  this  remedy, 
yet  without  encreafing  the  dofe. 

By  this  means  fhe  was  entirely  cured. 

Case  III. 

T  in  like  manner  adminiftred  extradl  of  Henbane ,  gra¬ 
dually  encreafing  the  dofe,  till  at  length  it  came  to 
twelve  grains  a  day,  to  a  man  upwards  of  fixty,  who 
for  half  a  year  was  afflidled  with  involuntary  twitchings 
of  the  tendons  of  both  feet,  and  who  hitherto  found  no 
relief  from  any  medicine. 

He  obferved  himfelf  to  be  more  chearful  by  the  ufe 
of  it;  but  the  difeafe  remained  in  the  fame  condition, 
though  the  remedy  was  continued  for  a  long  time. 

But  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  diforder  was  owing  to 
a  contufion  of  the  vertebrae  of  the  loins. 

Nor  had  I  any  hopes  of  relieving  this  patient  by  thefe 
pills  ;  but  as  fo  many  medicines  employed  proved  in- 
effedlual,  I  wanted  to  exhibit  alfo  this,  being  latisfied 
that  I  faw  it  did  him  no  harm. 

Case  IV. 

A  Young  woman  of  fifteen  was  greatly  afflidled  with 
a  chronical  palpitation  of  the  heart,  nor  could  fhe 
move  her  body  without  the  greateft  anxiety,  or  appre- 
henfion  of  iu  location  or  fwooning. 

Whatever  remedies,  though  the  mold  celebrated  in 
this  diftemper,  were  exhibited,  they  rather  heightened 
the  diforders,  and  afforded  no  manner  of  relief. 

I  therefore  gave  one  grain  of  extract  of  Henbane  in 
the  morning,  and  another  at  night. 

The  diforder  thereby  abated  in  a  fhort  time,  and  the 
patient  could  with  far  greater  freedom  move  her  body. 

I  then 
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I  then  gave  thrice  a  day  one  grain  of  this  medicine, 
and  in  eighteen  days  the  dilbrder  went  quite  off. 

The  patient,  before  the  ufe  of  thefe  pills,  was  every 
morning  afflicted  with  an  unquenchable  third  ;  but  the 
third  went  off,  after  the  palpitation  of  the  heart  was  af- 
fwaged. 

The  too  frequent  difcharge  of  urine  went  alfo  off*, 
for  the  patient,  before  this,  difcharged  almod  every  hour 
a  copious  and  very  limpid  urine. 

Her  appetite  talio  was  better. 

f  wanted  feveral  times  to  encreafe  the  dofe  for  this 
patient,  and  give  each  time  two  grains. 

But  fhe  could  not  bear  this  quantity;  for,  as  often  as 
fhe  took  two  grains,  fo  often  fhe  had  colick  pains  ;  but 
which  were  neither  very  fevere,  nor  of  long  continuance. 


Case  V. 

fk  Man  of  about  thirty,  from  the  effeft  of  fome  paffion, 
fell  into  a  date  of  melancholy,  which  gradually  en- 
creafed,  and  at  lad  turned  to  a  true  madnefs. 

His  appetite  was  quite  gone,  his  nights  were  redlefs, 
he  had  almod  continually  a  delirium  attended  with  timo- 
roufnefs,  his  drength  abated,  and  he  felt  frequent  fhud- 
derings  and  rigors  in  the  fpine,  of  which  he  complained 
in  his  lucid  intervals. 

A  vein  was  feveral  times  opened,  whenever  he  came 
to  be  plethorick  ;  purgatives  and  other  remedies  were 
exhibited,  yet  without  any  alteration  for  the  better. 

Nay,  thediforder  became  more  obdinate. 

Paregoricks  and  opiates,  tho*  exhibited  in  large  dofes, 
caufed  no  deep-,  his  nights  were  thereby  rendered  more 
redlefs,  his  mind  full  of  anxiety,  and  then  a  fever  came  on. 

I  therefore  determined  to  ufe  extradt  of  Henbane. 

I  exhibited  directly  thrice  a  day,one  grain  of  this  extradt. 

The  ffrd  night  proved  now  more  calm,  and  the  day 
following  his  appetite  was  good. 

On  the  third  day  the  patient  took  fix  grains. 

And  then  his  fhudderings  and  rigors  ceafed,  which 
rofe  up  to  his  head  along  the  fpine,  and  increafed  the 
patient’s  timoroufnefs. 
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The  delirium  was  then  alfo  milder,  and  his  belly, 
which  before  was  coftive  and  very  hard,  became  open, 
the  ftools  of  a  proper  confiftence  and  copious,  two  or 
three  times  a-day. 

On  the  fixth  I  gave  nine  grains. 

In  ten  days  time  the  patient  feemed  to  be  almoft  re¬ 
covered. 

And  then,  without  my  knowledge,  he  left  off  the  uf$ 
of  the  pills,  and  foon  after  the  diftemper  turned  worfe. 

Then  he  perceived  and  owned,  what  great  relief  he 
had  by  thefe  pills,  and  therefore  directly  began  to  take 
them  again. 

For  upwards  of  three  weeks  he  continued  taking  daily 
fifteen  grains  of  this  extract. 

Then  he  got  well,  and  could  again  go  about  his  bufine  fe. 

C  A  S  E  VI.  ' 

A  Man  of  thirty-three,  for  feveral  weeks  difcharged  a 
fpittle,  mixed  with  bloody  ltreaks,  and  was  teazed 
with  a  very  tickling  cough,  and  with  anxiety  in  the  night. 

I  was  at  great  pains  to  cure  this  diforder,  and  one  day 
it  feemed  to  abate,  but  another  day  the  former  fcene  re¬ 
turned  again. 

I  then  exhibited  one  grain  of  the  extradt  of  Hetibane 
in  the  morning,  and  another  at  night. 

The  nights  proved  far  more  quiet,  and  the  patient 
furmifed  he  had  taken  opium. 

On  the  fecond  day  his  ftreaky  fpittle  was  diminifhed, 
and  the  night  again  was  calm. 

On  the  third,  I  exhibited,  at  three  feveral  times,  one 
*  grain  of  this  extract. 

And  then  all  the  blood  in  the  fpittle  difappeared,  and 
directly  a  yellowifh,  well  concodted  matter  was  dif¬ 
charged,  and  his  breaft  became  much  freer. 

I  then  encreafed  the  dofe,  and  on  the  fixth  day  I  ex¬ 
hibited  nine  grains ;  namely,  three  in  the  morning,  three 
about  noon,  and  the  reft  at  night. 

This  dofe  was  continued  for  four  weeks. 

Then  a  well  concodted  fpittle  was  difcharged,  his 
breaft  became  free,  his  appetite  good,  with  (tools  of  a 
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proper  confidence  three  or  four  times  a-day,  and  the 
patient’s  ftrength  returned. 

And  becauie  after  this  the  cough  was  almoft  quite 
gone,  and  the  patient  well,  I  forbore  the  ufe  of  the  pills 
any  longer. 

Case  VII. 

A  Gentlewoman  of  forty-feven,  from  a  violent  fit  of 
paffion  fell  into  an  h^moptoe ,  or  fpitting  of  blood. 

Alter  employing  venefection,  and  feveral  remedies, 
according  to  the  indication,  the  difeharge  was,  indeed, 
ledened,  yet  the  fpitde  ilill  continued  to  be  tinged  with 
much  blood. 

Adringents,  opiates,  incraffating  medicines,  CV.  re- 
drained  the  fpitting,  and  checked  the  cough  •,  but  pro¬ 
duced  anxieties  in  the  bread,  with  a  fever  and  delirium. 

Nor  did  they  relieve  the  diforder  ;  for  in  a  diort  time 
after  there  was  again  a  greater  difeharge  of  blood  caufed 
by  a  very  violent  cough. 

I  made  trial  of  the  extract  of  Henbane ,  and  gave  one 
grain  three  times  a-day. 

On  the  fame  day  I  obferved  the  fpittle  to  have  lefs 
blood,  and  the  patient  felt  her  bread  relieved. 

But  yet  in  the  night  the  tickling  and  tcazing  cough 
was  to  be  laid  with  opium. 

The  clay  after  the  fame  dofe  of  pills  was  continued  *, 
and  then  the  fpittle  was  fizy,  yellowifh,  with  only  a 
fevV  dreaks  orfmall  lpots  of  blood. 

On  the  third  day  two  grains  of  the  extract  were  exhi¬ 
bited  three  times. 

And  thereby  llie  got  an  appetite,  her  belly,  v’hich  be¬ 
fore  was  codive  and  hard,  now  became  open  without 
any  effort  or  draining,  and  fhe  diicharged  much  fizy 
matter. 

There  was  no  longer  any  blood  found  in  the  fpittle, 
which  was  copious  and  well  concocted,  and  her  drength 
increafcd. 

On  the  feventh  I  now  exhibited  nine  grains  a-day, 
the  fpittle  was  freely  diicharged  •,  nor  did  the  patient  any 
longer  feel  thole  fpafms,  which,  before  the  ufe  of  the 

■  ..  piiis. 


Of  Henbane.  19 

pills,  fo  often  contracted  the  breaft  and  throat  as  to  give 
an  apprehenfion  of  fuffocation 

On  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  the  patient  obferved  al¬ 
ways,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  taking  the  pills,  a 
flight  colic  pain  to  arife,  and  then  fhe  had  a  ftool,  with 
a  copious  difcharge  of  a  fizy  matter,  very  much  refem- 
bling  that  which  was  difcharged  by  fpittle. 

And  hence  the  patient  complained  of  weaknefs  ;  on 
which  account  I  advifed  to  intermit  the  ufe  of  the  pills 
for  fome  days. 

But  I  then  obferved,  that  her  appetite  went  off,  and 
that  in  a  few  days  fhe  felt  anxiety  or  flraitnefs  of  bread, 
and  that  fhe  did  not  go  to  (tool  in  the  due  time. 

She  therefore  begged  the  pills  might  be  again  admi- 
niftered. 

She  now  takes,  and  has  done,  for  three  weeks  run¬ 
ning,  three  grains  a  day  has  got  an  appetite,  and 
deeps  well  j  her  excretions  are  regular,  and  her  ftrength 
reftored.  » 

Case  VIII. 

Man  of  thirty,  became,  from  a  fit  of  pafiion  and 
Hidden  fear,  fo  melancholy  and  timorous,  as  to  hide 
himfeif  in  every  corner,  and  even  to  dread  and  run 
away  from  flies. 

At  the  fame  time  he  was  like  a  dumb  perfon  ;  for 
neither  by  fair  promifes,  nor  by  fevere  threatnings  of 
blows,  could  a  word  be  got  out  of  him. 

His  appetite  was  quite  gone,  he  had  no  Deep,  his 
ftrength  decreafed,  he  feemed  as  one  out  of  his  fenfes, 
and  altogether  unfit  for  any  thing,  and  to  have  lefs  rea~ 
fon  than  a  brute* 

Phlebotomy,  and  feveral  other  remedies  employed, 
heightened  rather  the  d  border.- 

Nor  were  diverfion-s,  of  which  he  was  formerly  very 
fond,  of  any  ufe.  To  threaten  him  with  blows,  brought 
on  fuch  a  degree  of  pufillanimity,  as  to  give  apprehen¬ 
fion  of  convulfions,  or  fome  other  diforder. 

But  upon  giving  ex  trad  of  Henbane ,  he  immediately, 
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the  fecond  night,  began  to  fleep  quiet,  and  his  eyes  and 
countenance  were  far  more  calm. 

In  a  week’s  time,  his  fear  abated  much,  for  he  no 
longer  fought  to  get  into  corners  to  hide  himfelf,  nor 
fhunned  the  converfe  of  men,  but  yet  he  uttered  not  a 
word. 

The  third  week  after,  he  fet  about  his  bufinefs  again, 
which  required  great  attention,  in  a  proper  manner. 

In  about  a  month  he  made  proper  anfwers,  but  yet, 
by  himfelf  alone,  would  fpeak  to  no  body. 

T  he  fecond  month  he  began  to  jeft  and  talk,  and  now 
he  feems  to  be  quite  well. 

At  firft,  one  grain  of  extract  of  Henbane  was  admi- 
niftred  thrice  a  day  *,  on  the  fourth,  fix  grains,  and 
thus  every  third  or  fourth  day  the  dofe  was  encreafed, 
till  at  laft  he  took  twenty  grains  a  day. 

The  very  learned  Dr.  Colin  has  obferved  the  follow¬ 
ing'  cafes  in  our  hofpital,  and  given  in  writing  the  hi- 
ftories  of  the  difeafe. 

Case  IX. 

Maria  Kaltcnekerin ,  of  thirty  years  of  age, 
was  in  harfh  and  threatning  words,  on  the  fecond 
of  September ,  accufed  of  theft. 

Whence  fhe  became  fo  difordered,  as  to  lie  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  delirium,  about  objects  of  a  terrifying  nature. 

Nor  did  fhe  recover  out  of  this  delirium,  though  Hie 
was  declared  innocent,  and  the  falfe  accufer  had  begged 
her  pardon. 

On  the  eleventh  of  September ,  being-carried  tq  us,  fhe 
had  not  a  moment’s  quiet,  continually  calling  out,  that 
fhe  law  the  Devil  •  denying  to  have  been  guilty  of  theft, 
or  to  have  any  concern  with  witches :  Then  fhe  had  a 
tremor  all  over  her  body,  and  ftruggled  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  to  make  her  efcape,  that  feveral  keepers  could  not 
hold  her  in  bed  ;  and  hence  we  were  obliged  to  tie  her 
down  to  the  bed. 

In  the  mean  time  her  pulfe  and  refpiration  fhifted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  phantoms  which  offered  them- 
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felves  to  her  mind ;  her  tongue  was  extremely  moift, 
her  eyes  ftern,  grim,  and  wrathful,  and  Hie  made  an 
involuntary  difcharge  of  excrements  in  bed. 

We  exerted  all  the  powers  of  the  art  till  the  eighteenth 
of  September ,  in  order  to  relieve  this  wretched  patient, 
but  to  no  manner  of  purpofe,  (lie  continuing  (till  in  the 
fame  condition  •,  and  upon  giving  two  grains  of  pure 
opium  in  one  dofe,  we  could  fcarce  procure  her  a  fhort 
nap,  from  which  awaking,  die  toffed  and  tumbled  worfe 
than  ever. 

I  then  gave  her  extrafl  of  Henbane . 

For  the  firil  three  days  fhe  took  two  pills,  by  which 
the  patient  feemed  to  be  calmer ;  then  fhe  took  three 
pills  a-day  ;  namely,  one  in  the  morning,  another  about 
noon,  and  the  third  at  night. 

By  thefe  means  her  calm  of  mind  gradually  returned,. 

About  the  end  of  OSlober,  being  perfedtly  recovered, 
fhe  left  the  hofpital. 

On  the  eleventh  of  Oftober  die  was  feen  by  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Frefident,  and  by  other  perfons  of  diftinction. 

Case  X. 

zjfHERESIA  Liedmayer ,  of  eighteen  years  of  age, 
came  to  our  hofpital  the  fixteenth  of  July,  after  feve- 
ral  fits  of  an  epilepfy. 

And  as  fhe  never  had  her  menfes,  I  employed  all  017 
fkill  to  bring  them  on,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Augnft 
fhe  had  a  tolerable  good  flow  for  the  nrft  time,  after 
eight  epileptic  fits  in  the  hofpital. 

I  was  then  in  hopes,  that  after  this  flowing  of  the 
menfes,  fhe  would  be  freed  of  the  epilepfy  :  but  in  a  few 
days  the  dreadful  diforder  recurred,  leizing  the  patient 
almofl:  every  day,  and  baffling  every  remedy  that  was 
adminiftred. 

In  the  beginning  of  September ,  fhe  had  again  her 
menfes  in  a  fufficient  quantity  for  three  days,  during 
which  die  was  convulfed  feveral  times  a-day. 

At  length,  about  the  end  of  September ,  her  body, 
during  the  fit,  was  fo  diflorted  every  way,  that  the  af- 
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liftants  expected  every  moment,  that  either  her  joints  or 
back- bone  would  be  broken  in  pieces  by  the  violence  of 
the  con vul fions. 

It  was  therefore  refolved  to  try,  what  effe#  the  pills 
of  extra#  of  Henbane ,  which  proved  fo  ialutary  to  the 
foregoing  patient,  might  have  in  this  dreadful  cafe. 

For  the  fir  ft  time  ine  took  three  pills,  but  with  little 
or  no  relief,  the  paroxyftns  being  equally  violent  ^  yet  I 
obferved  no  diforder  to  arile  from  the  ufe  of  the  medicine. 

And  therefore  I  gave  two  pills  thrice  a-day,  each 
weighing  a  grain,  fo  that  on  the  twentieth  of  October 
the  diftemper  went  off. 

The  patient  continued  the  ufe  of  the  pills  till  the  end 
of  ’November ,  and  then  being  perfectly  recovered,  fine 
chofe  to  remain  no  longer  in  the  hofpital. 

I  faw  her  feveral  times  fince,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  March  fhe  was  with  me  here  in  the  hofpital  in  perfe# 
health,  returning  thanks  for  her  recovery. 

During  the  uie  of  the  pills  I  was  obliged  to  interpole 
now  and  then  a  purgative,  on  account  of  her  coftivenefs. 

Case  XI. 

E  LEONORA  Gallap ,  twenty-two  years  old,  came 
to  our  hofpital  the  eighteenth  of  Augujl ,  without 
having  had  her  menfes  for  four  months  before,  and 
with  a  violent  head-ach  and  vertigo  of  two  weeks  (landing. 

The  patient  feemed  very  healthful  by  her  looks,  had 
her  appetite,  and  a  natural  ffool  every  day  •,  her  third 
was  no  ways  preternatural,  yet  her  pulfe  felt  full  and 
quicker  every  morning,  and  fine  could  not  be  any  time 
out  or  bed  on  account  of  her  vertigo. 

I  employed  bleeding  and  other  medicines,  by  which 
her  courfes  came  on  as  early  as  the  latter  end  of  Augujl , 
with  fome  relief  to  her  head. 

}  therefore  was  in  hopes,  that  the  patient  would  be 
foon  reflored  to  health  *,  but  on  the  third  of  September, 
about  ten  in  the  morning,  ike  began  to  be  fomewhat 
chilly  in  her  extremities :  at  length  Hie  turned  hot,  firft 
in  her  head,  and  then  the  heat  defeended  quite  to  the 
-•  extremi- 
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extremities  of  the  joints  •,  when  fhe  began  to  fing,  and 
as  my  aftiftant  came  to  her,  bawled  out  aloud,  and  co¬ 
vered  her  eyes  with  a  handkerchief,  but  flood  in  no  awe 
of  her  keeper  or  nurle,  or  of  the  other  women. 

This  fcene  continued  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  and 
then  fhe  flept  for  three  hours,  being  very  hat,  with  a 
linall  and  quick  refpiration,  and  in  her  deep  fhe  fweated 
much.  4 

On  waking  die  was  infenfible  of  what  had  happened 
before  fhe  fell  afleep. 

On  the  following  day,  in  the  morning,  fhe  herfelf 
apprized  me,  that  her  cafe  was  now  the  fame  as  on  the 
foregoing  day  when  her  paroxyfm  began  ;  I  therefore 
carefully  examined  every  circumftance  ;  fhe  had  no  pain 
in  any  part,  not  even  in  her  head,  her  refpiration  was 
good,  her  pulfe  unequal  and  lomewhat  more  contracted, 
her  eyes  were  moift,  her  countenance  tinged  of  a  rofy 
colour,  her  tongue  moift,  but  her  abdomen  was  tenfe 
without  the  leaft  pain. 

In  half  an  hour  after  fhe  was  hot  all  over  her  body, 
and  now  fhe  dreaded  the  fight  of  a  man  ;  vet  fhe  feem- 
eel  chearful,  laughed  often,  and  in  a  little  time  fung 
feveral  love-fongs  :  At  length,  after  fpeaking  in  a  rav¬ 
ing  manner  about  feveral  things,  fhe  fell  afteep.  Her 
pulfe  was  then  free,  full,  quick,  fometimes  unequal,  her 
refpiration  difficult,  and  her  abdomen  then  no  ways 
tenfe.  Awaking  an  hour  after,  her  pulfe  was  natural, 
but  fhe  knew  not  what  fhe  had  done  before  fhe  fell  afteep. 

I  gave  her  a  very  diffolving  decodtion  of  grafs,  which 
fhe  ufed  for  fix  days ;  in  which  time  fne  had  every  day 
a  fit,  fometimes  once,  fometimes  twice. 

Her  head  was  much  weakened  by  thefe  fits,  and  af¬ 
terwards  vertiginous  *,  I  therefore  preferibed  the  bark ; 
tv/o  ounces  and  a  half  of  which  being  taken  in  four 
days  in  fubftance,  produced  not  the  leaft  alteration. 

When  I  found  that  the  bark  had  no  effect,  I  pre¬ 
feribed  adecodtionof  orange-leaves,  which  fhe  alfo  ufed 
for  a  week,  but  without  any  alteration  for  the  better. 

Then  I  adminiftred  largely  the  ufual  anti-hyfterks 
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with  laudanum,  and  applied  an  aromatic  plaifter,  mixed 
up  with  laudanum  and  oil  of  mint,  to  the  abdomen  ; 
by  which  the  paroxyfms  came  to  be  lefs  frequent. 

But  when  they  recurred,  they  lafted  the  longer,  and 
the  patient  became  much  weaker  after  each- fit  than  af¬ 
ter  the  other  preceding  ones,  which  were  more  frequent. 

Yet  I  continued  this  method  till  the  fecond  of  No¬ 
vember,  in  hopes  that  the  difeafe  would  at  length  yield 
to  the  medicines,  but  all  in  vain  ;  for  the  diforder  re¬ 
curred  either  every  day,  or  at  leaft  every  other  day. 

1  therefore  gave  her  pills  of  extradt  of  Henbane ,  one 

of  which  fhe  was  to  take  three  times  a  dav. 

✓ 

On  that  day  fhe  had  no  fit,  and  that  which  happened 
on  the  following  was  mild,  and  fhe  remained  free  till 
the  eighth  of  November,  on  which  day  the  fit  was  very 
mild  and  fhort. 

The  patient  continued  to  take  the  fame  dofe  for  five 
weeks,  and  fhe  had  no  attack  of  the  diforder  ever  after, 
yet  I  kept  her  ftill  for  a  long  time  in  the  hoi  pita!,  till 
flie  begged  to  be  difmifTed,  which  I  readily  granted,  as 
fine  was  grown  both  well  and  throng. 

I  ftill  gave  her  a  dofe  of  the  pills,  to  be  taken  at  times. 

On  the  third  of  March  file  came  to  the  hofpital  per¬ 
fectly  well,  and  faid,  (lie  had  not  had  the  leaft  diforder 
upon  her  ever  ftnee  fhe  left  the  hofpital. 
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R  EG  IN  A  Ehrhardt,  twenty  years  old,  was,  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  Aprils  brought  to  the  hofpital  *, 
as  I  came  to  her,  her  abdomen  was,  for  half  an  hour, 
continually  twitched  with  a  ftrong  convulfion  •,  in  the 
fame  manner  alfo  the  diaphragm  feemed  to  be  affected  : 
For,  of  a  fudden,  her  breaft  wras  ftrongly  dilated,  her 
ribs  heaved,  and  very  quickly  funk  again  ;  at  intervals 
fhe  was  feized  with  a  very  violent  hiccough,  ancf  Rifus 
Sardonius  ;  fhe  loft  her  voice,  and  fwallowed  with  very 
great  difficulty  the  drink  offered  her;  herpulft  was  full, 
ftrong,  and  quick. 

I  diredtly  concluded  flie  muff:  be  blooded  ;  the  blood 
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was  of  a  good  colour  and  conhftence ;  her  refpiration 
became  fomewhat  eafier. 

I  preferibed  for  a  medicine  a  cooling  emulfion,  with 
fyrup  of  diacodium,  and  an  emollient  clyfler  ;  which 
being  retained  for  an  hour,  returned  with  conco&ed 
feces ;  to  the  region  of  the  ftpmach  I  applied  a  ftoma- 
chic  defenfative  of  emplaftrum  diabot .  in  a  fufficient 
quantity,  with  pure  laudanum  and  camphire,  fifteen 
grains  of  each. 

Towards  night  all  the  fymptoms  gradually  remitted, 
and  from  midnight  till  five  in  the  morning  the  patient 
flept  tolerably  well. 

In  the  morning  fhe  was  very  weak,  and  faid,  that  all 
the  fore  part  of  her  breaft  and  the  epigaftric  region  felt 
as  if  bruifed  with  blows  :  her  pulfe  was  fomewhat  un¬ 
equal. 

She  told  me,  that  for  four  days,  without  knowing  the 
reafon  of  it,  fhe  had  alternately  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
with  anxiety  or  oppreffion,  but  had  never  fuch  a  fit  as 
what  we  had  feen  the  preceding  day.  Inflead  of  the 
emulfion  fhe  then  took  an  emollient  decodlion,  and  again 
<  a  clyfler  was  injected  *,  the  following  day  and  night  fhe 
palled  tolerably  well. 

But  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  when  I  came  to  her  in 
the  morning,  I  found  her  in  as  bad  a  flate  as  on  the 
twenty-feventh  •,  yet  the  fever  Teemed  more  moderate, 
and  fhe  fwallovyed  with  greater  eafe.  I  ordered  them  to 
give  her  oftep  a  little  warm  broth ;  the  flomachic  de¬ 
fenfative  was  continued  on  the  ftomach,  and  the  patient 
proceeded  in  the  ufe  of  the  emollient  decoction. 

Moreover,  I  preferibed  a  mixture  with  one  ounce  of 
bark,  to  be  taken,  after  the  fit,  in  twenty-four  hours. 

She  had  a  reftlefs  night,  and  on  the  firft  of  May ,  in 
the  morning,  complained  of  great  anxiety  or  oppreffion^ 
and  faid,  that  her  heart  and  breaft  were  torn  in  pieces. 

I  ordered  a  clyfler,  and  befides  the  mixture  with  the 
bark,  fhe  took  a  deco&ion  of  the  root  falab  ( faloop  J 

The  following  night  fhe  dept  a  little,  but  about  four 
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in  the  morning  was  again  taken  with  a  fit  more  violent 
than  the  preceding. 

About  noon  the  diforder  went  off-,  but  the  patient 
was  very  weak,  and  began  to  take  another  dofe  of  bark 
in  extra#. 

In  the  night  fhe  had  again  a  ftronger  fit,  and  there¬ 
fore,  on  obferving  that  the  fymptoms  were  heightned  by 
the  bark,  on  the  third  of  May  I  gave  two  pills  of  ex¬ 
tra#  of  Henbane ,  to  be  taken  thrice  a-day,  and  I  or¬ 
dered  warm  broth  to  be  often  given  her. 

She  had  a  calmer  night,  and  on  the  following  day  was 
taken  with  a  {lighter  fit :  fhe  continued  taking  the  fame 
dofe  of  pills. 

Her  belly  was  open,  and  fhe  flept  very  well  in  the  night. 

Each  pill  weighed  one  grain. 

On  the  fifth  of  May^  towards  evening,  fhe  had  a  fit  for 
two  hours  •,  but  was  able  to  fpeak,  and  eafily  fwallowed 
the  broth  the  convulfive  motion  wras  alfo  lefs  violent. 

An  irregular  and  flight  fit  only  recurred  now  every 
day,  and  then  every  other  day,  till  the  fifteenth  of  May ; 
but  from  that  time  we  obferved  no  return  of  the  diforder. 

She  fill  continued  taking  the  pills  till  the  end  of  May . 

On  the  fourth  of  June  fhe  was  leen,  by  the  Honourable 
Prefident,  to  be  in  perfe#  health. 

Duiing  the  whole  of  the  difl'emper,  her  urine  was  al¬ 
ways  well  coloured,  and  with  a  cloud  finking  to  the  bottom . 

Case  XIII. 


JULIANA  Gruber ,  twenty-feven  years  old,  came  on 
the  fourteenth  of  June  to  the  hofpital. 

She  faid,  that  for  four  weeks  before,  fhe  was  affii#ed 
with  a  contra#ion  of  the  ftomach,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  that  for  the  laft  fifteen  days  fine  fwallow- 
ed  with  the  utmoft  difficulty. 

The  firft  time  I  faw  her,  fhe  was  quite  emaciated,  and 
fo  fatigued  by  fwallowing  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  broth 
with  bread,  as  to  be  fcarce  able  with  much  ft  niggling  to 
get  down  a  couple  of  ounces. 


On 
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On  viewing  her  throat,  no  cliforder  appeared;  her 
pulfe,  befides  its  inequality,  had  nothing  preternatural ; 
her  abdomen  and  hypochondcrs  were  foft ;  fhe  had  a 
natural  ftool  every  day,  or  every  other  day ;  her  urine 
was  watry  ;  hie  had  no  thirftv  but  lay  reftlefs  day  and 
night,  Beeping  but  little. 

Before  hie  was  brought  to  the  hofpital,  fhe  had  taken 
various  medicines  from  different  perfons,  without  any 
relief. 

I  then  directly  thought  of  extradt  of  Henbane  \  yet  for 
three  days  before,  I  tried  what  effedt  the  ufual  nervous 
and  antihyfteric  medicines  might  have,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wrapped  round  her  neck  an  emollient  cataplafm. 

But  from  thele  things  hie  had  not  the  leaft  relief. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  June,  two  pills  of  extradt  of 
Henbane  were  adminiftred  thrice  a  day. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  June  fhe  felt  relief,  and  on  the 
twenty- fecond,  her  fwallowing  was  free  and  eafy. 

Yet  at  times  a  flight  difficulty  of  fwallowing  recurred, 
and  her  ftomach  was  convulfed. 

From  the  twenty-third  of  June  hie  purged  three  or 
four  times  a -day,  till  the  fecond  of  July ,  and  then  hie 
enjoyed  very  good  health. 

Continuing  for  feveral  days  longer  in  the  hofpital, 
hie  had  no  complaint,  and  therefore  was  difcharged  as 
perfectly  cured. 

There  are  many  other  perfons,  labouring  under  va¬ 
rious  nervous  diforders,  to  whom  I  adminifter  thefe  pills 
with  good  fuccefs  :  but  as  their  cure  is  not  yet  completed,, 

I  referve  their  cafes  for  another  opportunity. 


E  2 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  III. 

I 

Of  Monkshoo  d. 

THIS  Monkfhood ,  which  is  called  Aconitum ,  of 
Napellus  *,  with  a  blue  helmet  flower,  (Ac.  is 
the  Aconitutn  foliorum  laciniis  linearibus ,  fuperne  latioribus^ 
linea  exaratis ,  Linn.  Spec.  Plant,  p.  532. 

This  plant  has  hitherto  been  reckoned  amongft  the 
ranked:  poifons. 

But  yet  the  celebrated  Linnaeus  f  faw  in  the  north 
part  of  Sweden  the  leaves  of  this  herb,  boiled  in  a  little 
fat,  eaten,  without  any  bad  conlequences,  by  a  woman, 
her  hufband,  two  children,  and  another  old  woman. 

It  hath  been  generally  cultivated  in  gardens,  as  an 
ornament. 

* 

I  had  for  feveral  years  thought  of  trying  the  virtues 
of  this  plant,  but  was  at  a  lofs  for  a  proper  opportunity, 
my  neceffary  occupations  taking  up  too  much  of  my  time. 

But  thefe  being  now,  in  fome  meafure,  better  order¬ 
ed,  I  found  a  few  moments  in  which  I  could' apply  my- 
ielf  to  that  trial. 

In  order  duly  and  without  prejudice  to  carry  on  the 
experiments,  I  difregarded  every  idea  I  had  formerly 
learned  from  the  authors  of  the  Materia  Medicay  only 
retaining  this  one,  that  it  was  a  fufpedted  plant. 

Nature  therefore  alone  pointing  out  the  way,  and 
Ample  plain  Realon  being  my  guide,  I  made  trials  as 
follow : 

I  reduced  to  a  powder  the  leaves  and  ftalk  of  the  plant. 
A  little  of  this  powder  I  laid  on  my  tongue,  and 

J  t 

*  In  German, ■  Eifen-butlein. 

In  Italian,  Napello. 

In  French,  Cappe  de  Moine. 

In  Swedilh,  Stornihat. 

In  Englifh,  Blue  Mojikjhood ,  Helmet  Flower,  and  Wolfjbane . 

>  Aconitum  Napellus  offic. 

Napellus,  Math.  Camm.  Dod.  vulgaris  Clusii. 

Flora  Lapon,  p.  179. 

thereon 
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thereon  felt  a  degree  of  burning  heat,  which  held  me 
for  fome  time  ;  and  momentaneous,  vague,  and  lanci¬ 
nating  pains,  which  often  pervaded  my  tongue,  but  no 
ill  confequence  enfued  *,  the  powder,  being  left  on  the. 
tongue  for  two  minutes,  neither  caufed  inflammation, 
nor  brought  on  a  rednefs. 

As  long  as  the  burning  heat  remained  in  my  tongue, 
I  had  a  copious  flow  of  fpittle  •,  in  other  refpedts  no  dis¬ 
order  of  any  kind  was  obfervable. 

I  then  fprinkled  this  powder  on  a  cancerous,  fungous 
ulcer,  in  order  to  fee  whether  it  had  a  cauflic,  corroding 
virtue. 

The  firfl:  day  a  flight  fuppuration  arofe,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  complained  neither  of  pain  nor  burning  heat. 

On  the  fecond,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  days,  I  obferv- 
ed  the  f^me  thing,  nor  was  the  fungous  flefh  thereb} 
con  fumed. 

I  therefore  could  fairly  conclude  from  this,  that  the 
cauftic  and  deleterious  virtue  of  this  plant  was  not  i'o 
violent. 

I  therefore  exprefled  its  juice,  and  at  a  gentle  fire  made 
an  extradt  in  the  ufual  manner. 

Which,  being  laid  on  the  tongue,  caufed  only  a  very 
flight  titillation. 

But  as  I  imagined  that  my  tongue,  now  become  ac« 
cuftomed  to  fuch  things  by  a  long  practice,  was  not  duly 
affedled  by  them,  I  then  put  a  grain  of  this  extradt 
within  the  lower  eye- lid  of  my  right  eye. 

Nor  was  I  thereby  affedled  otherwife  than  by  any 
other  heterogeneous  body. 

After  I  had  left  it  there  for  two  minutes,  I  had,  in¬ 
deed,  a  copious  flow  of  tears,  but  no  peculiar  burning 
heat  was  obfervable. 

I  then  wafhed  it  out  with  pure  water,  without  finding 
any  inconvenience  from  it. 

After  making  thefe  experiments,  I  tried  what  the 
effect  of  this  extradt  would  be  when  fwallowed,  and 
taken  into  thy  body. 

For  this  purpofe  I  prepared  the  following  powder : 
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Take  extract  of  Blue  Monkjbood  two  grains,  white 
fugar  two  drams. 

Mix  and  grind  together  for  a  long  time,  in  a  marble 
mortar,  to  the  fined  powder. 

I  took  fix  grains  of  this  powder  in  a  morning,  on  an 
empty  ftomach,  carefully  obferving  what  would  be  the 
effedL 

But  I  obferved  no  alteration  •,  nothing  uncommon. 

The  fecond  day  I  took  eight  grains,  nor  was  I  then 
any  ways  affedted. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  the  third  day,  when  I  fw al¬ 
lowed  ten  grains. 

Being  hereby  more  emboldened,  I  took  the  fourth 
morning  twenty  grains  of  this  powder. 

No  bodily  function  was  thereby  difordered  *,  I  only 
obferved  that  my  whole  body,  even  to  the  extremities, 
perfpired  more  than  common,  and  was  moift  with  fweat 
the  whole  day. 

On  the  fifth  I  again  took  the  fame  dofe,  and  obferv¬ 
ed  the  fame  thing  as  I  did  on  the  fourth. 

On  the  fixth  the  fame. 

And  the  fame  on  the  feventh. 

On  the  eighth  I  forbore  the  powder,  and  then  I  had 
not  that  moift  fweat  which  was  obfervable  the  forego¬ 
ing  days. 

On  the  ninth  I  again  took  twenty  grains  of  this  pow¬ 
der*,  and  the  fame  day  I  was  in  a  continual  moift  fweat. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  on  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and 
thirteenth. 

The  fourteenth  I  took  none,  and  then  the  very  fame 
thing  happened,  as  I  obferved  on  the  eighth  and  ninth. 

From  all  this  I  could  therefore  infer, 

Firft,  That  this  powder  promotes  perfpiration  and 
fweat. 

Secondly,  That  as  it  caufed  no  diforder  in  me,  it 
may  be  fafely  exhibited  to  patients,  beginning  firft  wfith 
a  fmall  dofe. 

Thirdly,  That  it  fuits  in  uifeafes  in  which  the  peccant 
matter  may  be  expelled  by  the  fndoriferous  pores,  or 
emunftories. 


At 
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At  the  time  that  I  was  taken  up  with  thefe  thoughts, 
I  met  with  the  following  cafe  among  my  patients. 


Case  I. 


\ 


Man,  of  about  thirty,  was  taken  in  the  month  of 


October  1761,  with  a  tertian  ague. 

After  being  cured  of  it,  he  continued  in  a  tolerable 
ftate  of  health. 

But  in  the  month  of  November  he  was  taken  with  an 
exquifite  pain,  which  fettled  with  filch  violence  in  all 
his  right  fide,  that  the  patient  could  move  neither  hand 
nor  foot  •,  his  appetite  was  quite  gone,  and  his  nights 
were  refilefs. 

For  four  months  together  remedies  of  all  kinds,  both 
the  more  gentle  and  ftrong,  internal  and  external,  were 
applied,  but  without  any  good  effedt,  the  difeafe  was 
rather  exafperated,  and  the  patient  obliged  to  keep  his  bed. 

The  pains  were  at  times  fo  exquifite  as  to  force  from 
him  plentiful  tears,  and  fet  him  crying  and  wailing  like 
a  perfon  on  the  rack. 

Fie,  moreover,  complained  of  the  mold  violent  pains 
in  the  bones  and  tendinous  parts. 

As  therefore  the  medicines  exhibited  were  of  no  be¬ 
nefit,  I  gave  the  powder  above  defcribed,  of  white  fu- 
gar  and  extradl  of  Blue  Monkjhood . 

The  clofe  was  ten  grains  in  the  morning,  and  as  many 
at  night,  drinking  upon  them  either  broth  or  any  infu- 
fion  whatever. 

The  firfb  night  the  patient  fweated  plentifully,  which 
had  not  been  the  cafe  before. 

The  following  day  I  exhibited  the  fame  dofe,  and 
the  pains  became  much  milder  *,  the  patient  fweated  a- 
gain  in  the  night. 

His  fweat  was  very  fetid,  nor  was  he  weakened  by  it. 

On  the  third  day  I  now7  gave  him  thrice  ten  grains  of 
this  powder. 

In  the  night  he  was  again  obferved  to  fweat. 

The  fame  dofe  was  then  continued  till  the  twelfth. 

Every  night  his  body  was  all  over  wet  with  fweat, 
as  alfo  in  the  day-time,  if  the  patient  kept  a- bed. 
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On  the  6th  day,  he  was  now  free  of  every  pain,  and 
could  walk  about,  had  an  appetite,  flept  found,  had  a 
natural  ftool  every  day,  his  urine  was  more  copious 
than  ul'ual,  with  many  flocks  and  mucous  threads. 

On  the  thirteenth,  the  patient,  being  extremely  well, 
forbore  the  ule  of  the  powder  for  three  days  *,  but  he 
found  that  his  limbs  grew  languid,  and  that  his  pains 
recurred  again  a  little. 

I  therefore  advifed  his  taking,  without  intermiflion, 
for  three  weeks  longer,  thirty  grains  of  the  powder 
every  day. 

He  then  exactly  followed  my  advice,  and  thediforder 
was  fo  far  amended,  that  all  his  functions  were  reftored, 
and  an  univerfal  vvafte  of  the  whole  body  was  removed. 

For  the  two  lait  weeks,  in  which  the  patient  took  the 
powder,  no  fweat  was  obfervable. 

Nor  did  his  pain  return,  after  forbearing  the  ule  of 
the  powder ;  and  it  is  now  four  months  fince. 


Case  II. 

A  Man  of  twenty-feven  was  afflidted  for  fix  weeks 
with  a  moftexquifltefciatickpain  •,  at  length  a  moft 
violent  pain  feized  the  right  arm,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
make  him  cry  night  and  day. 

Notwithstanding  the  ufe  both  of  externals  and  inter¬ 


nals,  though  they  afforded  relief  at  times,  yet  the  difor- 
der  continued  the  fame ;  the  pains,  after  a  fhort  and 
momentary  interval,  being  dircdtly  again  heightened,  and 
tormenting  the  patient  to  a  worfe  degree  than  ever. 

I  therefore  exhibited,  morning  and  evening,  twenty 
grains  of  the  above  powder. 

The  very  firft  night,  as  by  a  charm,  he  flept  infenfi- 
ble  of  any  pain. 

Nor  did  the  pain  return  next  day,  but  all  his  body, 
efpttcially  about  the  privy  parts,  had  a  very  troubleibme 
itching,  and  ruddy  puftules,  full  of  an  acrid  humour, 
broke  out  all  over  him. 

7'he  patient  grew  well,  had  an  appetite,  his  ftrength 
cncreafed,  with  a  continual  breathing  fweat  all  over-, 
but  in  the  night  his  fweat  was  not  io  copious,  as  in  the 
preceding  patient.  After 
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After  giving  the  powder  for  a  week  in  the  fame 
dofe,  he  took  a  purge  of  five  ounces  of  the  laxative 
water  of  the  Vienna  Difpenfatory,  and  one  drachm  of 
fal  pojychreft. 

He  had  then  feven  {tools  ;  the  puftules  difappeared  \ 
and  the  itching  diminiflied,  with  an  increafe  of  ftrength. 

He  then  ufed  for  four  weeks  longer  the  fame  powder* 
without  obferving  any  thing  uncommon. 

Towards  the  end,  he  again  took  the  purge  defer ibed 
above,  and  then  he  was  perfectly  cured. 

It  is  now  five  months  fince,  and  he  has  had  no  re- 
lapfe,  though  the  inclemency  of  the  air  is  exceffive. 

Shier e.  Whether  this  powder  diffolves  the  acrimony 
inherent  in  the  minute  veffels  about  the  tendons  and 
bones,  which  caufes  obftru&ions  in  them,  and  the  moft 
exquilite  pains  in  the  joints  ?  And  whether,  after  folu- 
tion,  it  drives  it  out  to  the  furface  of  the  body  ? 

The  two  lait  cafes  feem  to  fhew  it  does. 


Case  III. 

pK  Young  man,  of  nineteen,  laboured  under  a  quartan 
1  ague  for  three  years. 

This  fever  was  of  fo  obftinate  a  nature,  as  to  yield  to 
no  medicine  whatever. 

The  Bark,  given  in  large  and  continued  dofes,  miti¬ 
gated,  indeed,  the  violence  of  the  fits,  but  could  not 
quite  quell  them. 

And  as  foon  as  the  patient  left  off  t:he  ufe  of  the  Bark, 
his  fever  was  heightened  with  new  exacerbations. 

His  body  turned  meagre  and  cachectic,1  and  during 
the  fever  an  exquifite  racking  pain,  and  burning  heat 
about  the  extremities,  feized  all  his  limbs,  joints,  and 
back-bone. 

I  gave  the  patient  in  the  morning  ten  grains  of  the 
powder  with  extract  of  Blue  Wolfsbane ,  and  as  many  at 
night. 

The  firft  day  he  purged  thrice,  and  the  fecond  four 
times. 

The  fit  was  far  milder  the  third  day,  with  fcarce  any 
pain  ;  but  at  laft  he  fell  into  a  plentiful  fweat. 

F 
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H  is  ftrength  underwent  no  diminution  thereby. 

On  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  days  he  (till  purged 
federal  times  without  any  abatement  of  ftrength  ;  nay, 
he  affirmed,  he, had  relief  by  the  purging. 

On  the  fixth  a  very  gentle  fhivering,  and  a  vague 
and  ffiort  hear,  were  only  obfervable,  and  diredtly  upon 
them  came  on  a  mod  profule  fweat. 

On  the  feventh  his  flux  ceafed,  and  he  difcharged 
confident  faeces. 

The  fame  thing  happened  on  the  ninth,  and  then  his 
appetite  returned  j  his  nights  grew  calm,  and  his  deep 
refreffied  him. 

On  the  ninth  a  gentle  fweat  only,  and  a  flying  heat, 
pervaded  all  his  limbs  •,  in  other  refpects  he  was  well. 

After  the  ninth  no  apparent  evacuation  was  at  all  ob- 
krvable,  either  by  urine,  flool,  or  fweat. 

The  powder  was  dill  continued  to  be  given  in  the 
fame  dole  for  three  weeks  longer,  and  in  this  time  the 
patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

And  it  is  now  two  months  flnce,  and  the  fever  has 
not  yet  returned. 

Blue  IVolfsbane  has  therefore  effecled  what  neither  the 
Bark  nor  any  other  remedy  could. 

Case  IV. 

A  Young  woman,  of  about  twenty,  had  for  five  years 
a  tumour,  which  really  felt  bony  to  the  touch, 
and  occupied  almod  the  whole  left  fide  of  her  face. 

It  is  quite  immoveable,  and  you  would  folemnly,  a- 
ver,  that  it  was  an  excrefcence  of  the  bones  themfelves. 

Under  the  lower  jaw  many  of  the -glands  alfo  were 
fweiled,  and  feirrhous. 

She  could  move  her  jaw  but  little,  and  that  with 
very  great  difficulty  and  pain. 

The  mod  powerful  refolvents,  and  mercurials,  ufed 
both  internally  and  externally,  were  fo  far  from  miti¬ 
gating  the  diforder,  that  they  caufed  fuch  pain,  as  de¬ 
prived  the  patient  of  red. 

1  Iemlock  given  for  feveral  months  together,  and  in 
large  doles,  neither  heightened  nor  abated  the  diforder. 

And 
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And  now,  fince  the  patient  has  for  three  months  ufed 
the  powder  of  extrad  of  Blue  Wolfsbane  and  fugar,  the 
tumor  is  not  only  become  fofter,  and  moveable  every 
way,  but  diminifhed  above  half  its  bulk,  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  jaw  is  much  freer. 

In  the  night  at  times  this  patient  fweats  plentifully, 
and  then  fhe  feels  herfelf  relieved  •,  in  other  refpeds  no 
fenfible  evacuation  is  obfervable. 

Her  appetite  is  good,  her  ftrength  entire,  and  her 
fleep  found. 

She  has  now  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  the  powder  ad- 
m  in  if:  red  daily  *,  fcarce  any  diforder  is  obfervable,  and 
the  tumour  abates  in  fize. 

As  fhe  is  coftive,  a  purge  of  twenty  grains  of  fal  po- 
lychreft,  and  forty  grains  of  powder  ot  the  root  of  ja¬ 
lap,  is  given  every  other  week. 

Case  V. 

Woman,  of  about  forty,  ufed  Hemlock  for  fevcral 
~  months  together,  for  a  very  hard  tumor  of  the  fize 
of  a  goofe-egg,  lodged  under  the  right  parotid  •,  but 
finding  no  relief  therefrom,  fhe  forbore  its  ufe. 

She  was  this  winter  taken  with  very  violent  rheuma¬ 
tic  pains,  of  fo  obftinate  a  nature,  that  the  patient  could 
neither  fleep,  norat  times  fwallow  any  food  for  pain: 
Nor  did  the  medicines  ufed  prove  of  any  fervice. 

She  had  therefore  recourfe  again  to  me  for  my  advice. 

And  I  directly  adminiftered  the  powder  with  extract 
of  Blue  Wolfsbane ;  the  dofe  ten  grains  in  the  fnorn- 
ing,  and  as  many  at  night. 

The  firft  day  the  purged  eight  times,  and  her  pains 
directly  abated  ;  and  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  days  fhe 
could  move  all  her  limbs  without  pain,  and  found  her¬ 
felf  well. 

Then  I  advifed  her  to  continue  taking  the  powder  for 
feveral  weeks  longer,  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  pains 
in  her  limbs. 

She  followed  my  advice,  and  obferved  that  the  third 

F  2  week 
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week  after,  the  tumor  became  unexpectedly  fmaller, 
more  moveable,  and  foft. 

She  now  takes  every  day  thirty  grains  of  the  powder, 
without  any  apparent  evacuation ;  all  her  pains  are  gone 
off,  her  body  has  recovered  its  ftrength,  and  the  tumor 


gradually  abates. 


Case  VI. 


T  Experienced  the  very  fame  effeCt  in  a  young  woman, 
A  of  about  twent  ,  who,  on  account  of  feirrhous  tu¬ 
mors  in  her  neck,  has  for  three  months  part,  without 
any  great  effect,  taken  the  Cicuta  \  by  the  ufe  of  this  pow¬ 
der  the  tumors  are  leflened  and  become  moveable. 

And  now  that  the  fecond  month  is  drawing  to  a  clofe, 
only  a  few  remains  of  them  are  left. 

Now  for  five  weeks  a  whole  drachm  of  this  powder  is 
adminifterd  every  day  ;  the  patient  has  a  good  appe¬ 
tite,  fleeps  found,  and  is  ftrong. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  this  powder  is  no  ways  detri¬ 
mental,  but  rather  is  of  very  great  fervice. 


Case  VII. 

i 

1 j^O  a  young  woman,  twenty-two  years  old,  I  exhi¬ 
bited  this  powder  for  a  turner  in  the  right  iliac 
region. 

I  was  willing  fir  ft  to  try  the  Hemlock ,  but  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  patient  could  not  bear  it  •,  fhe  was  difcom- 
pofed  by  it,  and  made  to  vomit. 

Of  this  powder  fhe  took  ten  grains  morning  and 
evening. 

She  had  a  ftool  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 

The  patient  had  for  half  a  year  an  averfion  to  fiefn, 
and  no  fooner  perceived  the  fmell  thereof  than  fhe  had  a 
reaching. 

.After  taking  this  powder  for  three  days,  ftie  began  to 
long  for  flefh,  which  fhe  ate  and  digefted  very  well. 

On  the  third  week  the  tumor  became  much  lefs  by 
the  ufe  of  this  powder,  and  a  glutinous  yellowifh  mat¬ 
ter  plentifully  flowed  from  the  vagina  of  the  uterus. 

Aftes 
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.After  the  fecond  month,  the  tumour  has  almoft  quite 
fubfided  :  her  appetite  continues  good,  and  her  drength 
is  encreafed,  but  a  yellow  thick  matter  continues  plenti¬ 
fully  to  didil  from  the  uterus . 

Case  VIII.  / 

A  Young  woman,  of  about  thirty,  for  feveraL years  pad 
“*■  felt  in  both  her  breads'  tubercles  of  different  fizes, 
which  were  moveable,  and  at  times  extremely  painful ; 
but  the  pain  went  off  of  itfelf  without  any  application. 

The  patient  neglected  this  diforder,  as  being  accu dom¬ 
ed  to  other  ailments. 

At  length  the  tubercles  encreafed  in  bulk,  and  ran 
together  in  each  bread  into  one  hard  lump,' bigger  than 
a  man’s  fid,  and  the  pain  was  fo  extreme  and  mediant, 
that  the  patient  was  obliged  to  keep  to  her  bed. 

The  fkin  of  each  bread  was  here  and  there  broken, 
and  all  over  livid  •,  and  then  there  was  a  difcharge  of  an 
acrid,  burning  matter,  corroding  the  neighbouring  parts. 

The  Hemlock  being  adminidred  not  only  dopt  the 
diforder,  but  alfo  healed  the  ulcers,  and  diiTolved  the 
large  tumor  into  fmall  tubercles,  abqve  half  of  which 
were  made  to  vanifh,  and  the  pains  were  affuaged. 

This  fo  quick  and  happy  a  change  of  the  didemper 
happened  in  the  fpace  of  four  weeks. 

But  afterwards  the  effect  was  no  longer  fo  apparent 
and  quick. 

Nay,  this  medicine,  being  continued  for  eight  months, 
left  the  diforder  almod  in  the  fame  condition. 

But  yet  the  patient  would  not  forbear  its  life,  pleafed. 
with  the  happy  effebl,  which  enfued  for  the  fird  weeks, 
and  which  rendered  the  diforder  fo  mild,  that  fhe  could 
again  go  about  her  work. 

Now  again  towards  the  Spring,  Hie  was  feized  with  a 
mod  violent  cough,  to  a  degree  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
open  a  vein  feveral  times,  and  fhe  was  obliged  to  keep 
}ier  bed. 

But  by  proper  remedies  her  cough  was  again  dopt ; 

but 
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but  the  tubercles  in  both  breafts  began  to  be  very  pain¬ 
ful,  and  fmall  ulcers  broke  out,  which  difcharged  an 
acrid  humour. 

After  taking,  during  the  cough,  feveral  remedies,  and 
now  perceiving  that  fhe  contracted  a  loathing  in  fwal- 
lowing  them,  I  forbore  giving  any  more  of  the  Hemlock  : 
1  therefore  adminiftred  the  powder  of  fugar,  and  extradt 
of  Blue  Wolfsbane ,  which  is  pleafant,  and  a  fmall  dofe 
of  it  is  fufficient. 

It  is  now  two  months  fince  fhe  took  this  powder,  all 
the  ulcers  are  now  firmly  cicatrized,  and  the  pains  en¬ 
tirely  gone  off;  thefcirrhous  and  painful  tumors,  which 
even  after  a  long  ufe  of  the  Hemlock  remained  always  in 
the  fame  ftate,  are  now  leffened  to  above  half  their  bulk. 

She  has  recovered  her  ftrength  and  her  appetite ;  all 
her  functions  are  vigorous ;  fhe  has  a  ftool  every  day ; 
but  no  apparent  and  conftant  evacuation  was  obfervable 
in  the  patient,  during  the  ufe  of  this  powder.  - 

C  A  S  E  IX. 

A  Woman,  of  forty- three  years  of  age,  was  fo  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  moft  exquifite  pain  in  the  right  arm 
and  foot,  as  to  make  her  cry  night  and  day. 

Nor  could  any  opiate  procure  fleep. 

I  employed  for  a  couple  of  weeks  different  medicines, 
yet  the  patient;  perceived  fcarce  any  relief;  her  fttength 
ivas  quite  gone,  and  her  body  much  extenuated. 

Then  1  tried  the  powder  of  extract  of  Blue  Wolfsbane , 
giving  in  the  morning  twenty  grains,  and  as  many  at  night. 

She,  had  feveral  ftool s  after  it. 

Her  pains  became  milder,  and  the  fecond  night  the 
patient  flept  found  for  three  hours. 

The  fame  powder  was  continued,  exhibiting  thrice 
a- day  twenty  grains.  , 

J  J  o 

On  the  fixth  day,  broad,  ruddy,  itching  puftules  broke 
out  all  over  her  body,  and  then  almoftall  her  pain  ceafed. 

The  fame  powder  was  ftill  taken  for  three  days  longer, 
at  length  a  purge  was  adminiftred,  of  fix  ounces  of  the 
laxative  water  of  the  Vienna  Difpenfatory,  and  one 

i  j 7 

drachm  of  fai  polychreft. 

This 
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This  purge  worked  twelve  times  with  much  eafe,  and 
from  this  time  forward  the  patient  was  fenfible  of  no 
pain,  and  can  now  freely  move  her  arm  and  foot,  which 
before  the  ufe  of  the  powder  fhe  could  not  do. 

Case  X. 


\\r  E  had  a  man  in  our  hofpital  of  about  thirty,  who 
was  laid  up  for  upwards  of  nine  months  with  a 
mod  fevere  lit  of  the  gout. 

Remedies  both  internal  and  external,  exhibited  in 
large  doles,  and  for  a  long  time,  proved  of  no  lervice. 

All  the  joints  of  his  body  were  fwelled,  and  very 
painful  •,  the  patient  could  move  neither  hand  nor  foot, 
his  nights  were  refllefs,  and  without  Deep. 

Though  feveral  remedies,  and  thofe  the  moil;  ufeful 
in  other  refpebts,  vTere  ufed  for  this  patient,  yet  the  dif- 
eafe  underwent  no  manner  of  change,  nay,  fome  fymp- 
toms  feemed  to  be  exafperated. 

Neither  did  Hemlock ,  mod  carefully  taken  in  a  large 
dofe  for  upwards  of  a  month  and  a  half,  afford  any  relief. 

In  this  moft  melancholy  cafe,  when  no  remedy  al- 
moft,  which  could  promife  relief,  remained  untried,  I 
begged  of  Dr.  Colin,  my  very  learned  collegue,  to  pre- 
fcribe  the  powder  of  the  extract  of  blue  Wolfjhane  for 
this  patient. 

In  a  few  days  after  we  were  aftonffhed  at  its  wonder- 
ful  effedt  •,  not  only  all  the  pains  were  mitigated,  but  he 
alfo  feemed  to  recover  fome  ufe  of  his  limbs. 

In  two  weeks  more  the  fwelling  of  the  joints  was 
much  abated,  his  hands  and  fingers  became  more  flexi¬ 
ble,  and  he  could  move  them  without  any  pain. 

After  three  weeks  the  patient,  by  the  help  of  crutches, 
could  now  ufe  his  feet. 

Ele  ilept  found  without  any  pain,  had  an  appetite, 
his  ftrength  was  encreafed,  and  he  complained  of  no 
diforder  from  the  ufe  of  the  powder,  though  he  was 
often  afked  about  it. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  month  he  walked 
without  crutches,  could  clench  his  left  hand  pretty  firm, 

but 
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but  not  his  right,  becaufe  the  wrift  of  that  hand  was 
Hill  1  welled. 

At  the  end  of  the  fecond  month  he  moved  all  his 
limbs  pretty  freely,  was  free  from  all  pain,  and  all  the 
joints  almoft  were  of  their  natural  fize  and  flexibility. 

Yet  a  greater  fenflbility  was  perceivable  in  thofe  parts, 
which  were  before  ft  retched  by  the  painful  tumor,  than 
is  ufual  in  a  found  ftate. 

Affer  three  months  this  man  left  the  hofpital  perfect¬ 
ly  recovered. 

How  much  pleafure  this  experiment  afforded  the  very 
learned  Dr.  Colin  and  myfelf,  every  honeft  perfon  will 
eafily  judge. 

For  after  the  uninterrupted  efforts  of  nine  months, 
and  after  every  medicine  proved  ineffectual,  the  pow¬ 
der  of  extraCt  of  blue  Wolfsbane  alone  happily  faved 
and  cured  this  miferable  patient,  whom  we  had  already 
given  over  for  loft. 

For  the  firft  two  weeks  the  patient  took  fifteen  grains 
of  this  powder  in  a  morning,  and  as  many  at  night. 

The  third  week  he  took  fifteen  grains  thrice  a  day ; 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  month  the  fame  dofe  was 
exhibited  four  times ;  nor  was  there  any  occafion  to  aug¬ 
ment  it,  as  the  defired  effeCt  was  obtained  by  it. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  powder,  a  purge  was  three 
times  adminiftred,  which  always  moved  his  belly  feve- 
ral  times  with  much  eafe. 


Case  XI. 

A  Woman  of  forty  years  laboured  under  a  violent 
pain  of  all  her  limbs  and  joints. 

The  pain  was  at  firft  wandering,  then  fixed  in  one  or 
other  joint,  at  length  moved  again  over  all  her  limbs, 
and  then  almoft  quite  difappeared  for  fome  days. 

Extremely  hard  nodes  and  tophi  were  gradually  form¬ 
ed  in  the  joints  of  the  hands  and  fingers. 

By  which  means  fhe  wras  now  for  a  whole  year  depri¬ 
ved  of  health. 

It  is  now  three  months  fince  the  pains  have  fixed  and 
fettled  in  her  hands  and  feet,  with  fuch  violence,  that 

fhe 
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fhe  could  neither  (land  on  her  feet,  nor  move  her  hands, 
without  the  greateft  pain  •,  to  bend  her  fingers  was  what 
fhe  could  not  poflibly  do. 

For  befides,  that  the  moft  acute  pains  prevented  this, 
there  were  formed  tophi  on  the  joints,  like  fo  many  real 
exoftofes,  furpaffing  a  large  walnut  in  fize,  and  not  bear¬ 
ing  to  be  touched,  becaule  of  the  pain-,  her  nights  there¬ 
fore  were  alfo  refllefs. 

In  this  condition  fhe  was  brought  to  our  hofpital. 

As  all  this  time  fhe  had  taken  various  remedies  with¬ 
out  any  effect,  the  very  fkilful  Dr.  Colin  thought  advis¬ 
able  to  give  her  diredtly  the  powder  of  extract  of  Blue 

Wolfsbane. 

In  three  or  four  days  we,  with  the  highefb  pleafure, 
faw  the  pain  go  quite  off  in  fame  parts,  and  in  others  to 
abate  fo  much,  that  her  nights  were  eafy,  and  her  ap¬ 
petite,  which  was  altogether  gone,  returned. 

The  fecond  week  fhe  moved  more  freely  her  feet  and 
hands. 

About  the  end  of  the  firft  month  almoft  all  the  pain 
in  her  hands  difappeared,  the  tophi  were  become  lefs, 
could  bear  a  rougher  touch,  and  now  fhe  could  bend  the 
fingers  of  her  hands. 

The  powder  caufed  no  manifeft  evacuation  either  by 
(tool,  by  urine,  or  the  emundlories  of  the  fkin  the  pa¬ 
tient,  who  was  before  morofe  and  weakly,  became  now 
morechearful,  fat  up  in  bed,  and  fpoke  to  thofe  about  her; 

After  the  fecond  month  fhe  had  not  the  lead:  pain  in 
her  hands,  fome  of  the  tophi  were  now  quite  vanifhed, 
and  fome  again  fo  final!  and  foft  as  not  to  retain  a  third 
of  their  former  bulk. 

The  patient  could  now  clench  her  lifts ;  and  her 
ftrength  increafed  daily. 

And  now  for  the  third  month  that  fhe  continues  the 
ufe  of  the  powder,  the  tophi  are  almoft  daily  decreafmg, 
and  the  pains  gone  off  in  all  her  limbs  and  joints. 

After  the  third  month,  being  cured  by  the  ufe  of  this 
powder  alone,  fire  then  left  the  hofpital. 

Ct  ■  :  '  > 


Case 
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Case  XII. 

A  Maid  fervant,  about  twenty,  had  the  venereal  db 
***  ftemper  to  a  high  degree. 

Several  tophi  broke  out  in  her  head,  exceeding  a  hen’s 
egg  in  bignefs. 

The  fubmaxillary  glands  and  the  parotids  were  fwell- 
ed  and  concreted  to  a  huge  fize,  and  felt  really  bony  to 
the  touch. 

So  great  a  pain  feized  thofe  fwelled  and  indurated 
parts,  and  all  the  joints  and  limbs  of  her  body,  that 
fhe  could  neither  eat,  lie  ftilj,  much  lefs  deep  •,  her 
fwallowing  was  become  difficult,  and  chewing  impof- 
fible. 

In  fine,  her  life  was  in  the  highefb  danger  when  fine 
was  carried  to  cur  hofpital. 

Upon  duly  examining  the  cafe,  and  comparing  all 
the  fymptoms.  Dr.  Colin  and  I  durft  not  venture  upon 
mercurials  •,  a  fpeedy  change  for  the  better  was  requifite, 
left  from  the  too  great  pain,  or  want  of  fieep,  nourifh- 
ment,  and  ftrength,  the  patient  fhould  go  off. 

After  having  feen  the  extraordinary  effects  of  the 
powder  of  extract  of  Blue  Wolfsbane ,  and  being  con¬ 
vinced,  from  repeated  experience,  that  it  might  be  exhi¬ 
bited  to  patients  without  any  danger,  we  diredlly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  ufe  of  it. 

On  the  fecond  and  third  days  the  pains  were  now  be¬ 
come  milder  *,  then  fhe  fiept,  and  her  appetite  and  fwal¬ 
lowing  were  far  better  and  freer. 

The  powder  opened  her  body  feveral  times  a-day, 
and  the  perfpiration  of  the  whole  body  was  increafed. 

In  a  month’s  time  not  only  all  the  tophi  were  dimi¬ 
nished,  but  the  hard  fwelling  of  the  fubmaxillary  glands 
and  of  the  parotids  was  much  foftened ;  about  which  we 
had  fome  doubt  at  firft :  for  thefe  tumors  had  a  bony 
confidence  not  only  to  the  touch,  but  alfo  by  their 
found  when  (lightly  ftruck ‘upon. 

All  pain  was  gone,  her  ftrength  daily  increafed,  fhe 
^flept  found,  had  an  appetite,  and  fhe  could  now  chew 
without  any  impediment. 


In 
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In  the  fecond  month,  the  tophus  in  the  middle  of  the 
cs  frontis  broke,  and  difcharged  much  ichorous  matter, 
mixed  with  blood. 

Scarce  any  thing  was  to  be  feen  of  the  other  tophi , 
nor  were  they  even  perceivable  to  the  touch. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  third  month,  all  hardnefs 
of  the  glands  was  now  diflolved,  ftrength  returned,  and 
all  the  fun&ions  feemed  to  be  reftored  to  their  natural 
Hate. 

A  few  remains,  which  are  now  ftill  obfervable  about 
the  cheeks,  are  daily  decreafing,  fo  that  the  patient  will 
now  in  a  fhort  time  be  entirely  relieved  from  her  mifery. 

The  ulcer,  arifen  from  the  breaking  of  the  tophus  in 
the  os  frontis ,  which  was  at  firfl  foul,  and  had  parched 
or  fhrivelled  lips,  of  a  malignant  nature,  was,  upon  ap¬ 
plying  lint-pledgets,  dipt  in  an  infufion  of  the  Cicuta9 
filled  with  a  very  laudable  flefh,  and  the  cicatrix  proved 


good  and  firm. 


Case  XIII. 


A 


Man,  of  about  forty,  who  laboured  under  a  true 
anchylofisoi  the  joint  of  the  left  elbow,  came  to  our 
frontal  for  cure. 

The  joint  was  now  for  feveral  months  extraordinarily 
fwelled,  and  very  painful. 

A  variety  both  of  external  and  internal  remedies,  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  long  time,  caufed  no  alteration  ;  nay,  fome 
of  them  gave  rife  to  great  pain. 

A  trial  was  made  of  the  powder  of  extradl  of  Blue 
Wolffbane ,  and  in  a  month  and  a  half  the  tumor  difap- 
peared,  all  pain  vanifhed,  and  the  joint  recovered  its 
proper  motion. 

Case  XIV. 

A  Woman,  thirty-four  years  old,  had  for  four  months 
exquifite  pains  in  her  right  leg  and  foot. 

There  was  no  fwelling  obfervable,  and  the  fkin  was 
of  its  natural  colour. 

G  2  Remedies 
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Remedies  of  various  kinds,  both  internal  and  external, 
were  of  no  benefit,  and  the  patient  was  obliged  to  keep 
her  bed,  and  unable  to  fieep  for  pain. 

But  the  powder  of  extract  of  Blue  Wolf Jbane,  being  ad- 
minidred,  diredtly  allayed  the  pain,  brought  on  fieep, 
and  in  three  weeks  perfectly  cured  the  patient. 

From  the  experiments  or  cafes  related,  it  evidently 
follows, 'that  extradt  of  Blue  Wolfsbane  is  an  innocent, 
and  very  efficacious  medicine. 

Given  in  a  i'mall  dofe,  it  fometimes  performs,  what 
the  mod  powerful  medicines,  exhibited  in  a  larger  dofe, 
and  for  a  long  time,  cannot  effedt. 

The  acrimony,  which  lodges  about  thejoints,  tendons, 
and  bones,  which  irritates  the  nerves,  and  caufes  the  molt 
acute  pains,  is  thereby  diffolved,  put  into  motion,  and 
carried  off  either  by  urine,  (tool,  fweat,  or  infenfible  per- 
fpiration. 

It  foftens  fcirrhous  tumors,  tophi,  and  nodes,  and 
fometimes  entirely  difculfes  them. 

It  allays  and  removes  the  moil  exquifite  pains  of  the 
joints,  and  parts  that  are  indurated. 

It  lometimes  cleanfes,  and  firmly  cicatrizes  ulcers, 
which  yield  to  no  other  remedies. 

In  fome  cafes  Blue  Wolf  (bane  exceeds  the  Hemlock  in 
virtue  and  efficacy,  and  fometimes  cures  difeafes,  in 
which  the  Hemlock  does  not  agree,  or  has  no  virtue  at  all. 

Yet  however.  Blue  Wolf/bane  is  alfo  fometimes  exhibited 
without  any  effedt ;  and  in  that  cafe  the  Hemlock  often 
relieves  and  cures  the  difeafe. 

And  hence  it  ever  holds  true  of  Hemlock ,  that  it  is  a 
highly  powerful  medicine  in  diftempers  that  are  the  moft 
difficult  to  be  cured. 

Since  I  publifhed  the  Supplement  concerning  Hemlock, 
many  new  and  fine  experiments  have  been  made  by  us 
with  it. 

True,  inveterate,  painful  fchirri  were  difcufled  by  it; 
the  word  fort  of  ulcers  cured,  which  obftinately  refill  all 
other  medicines.  A  fchirrhus  of  a  woman’s  bread,  as 
big  as  a  man’s  fid,  being  eaten  away  by  a  cancerous  ulcer 
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of  the  word  kind,  which  continually  fpread  itfelf  in 
breadth  and  depth,  was  by  the  ufe  of  Hemlock  turned  to 
a  gangrene,  which  fpontaneoufiy  feparating  dropt  out  of 
itfelf,  and  left  a  large  pit,  which  by  the  continued  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  Hemlock ,  and  applying  externally  a  fomenta¬ 
tion  of  a  decodtion  of  the  Bark,  came  foon  to  be  filled 
up  with  a  new  and  laudable  flefh,  and  at  length  to  be  fo 
neatly  cicatrized,  that  the  bread  entirely  recovered  its 
natural  fize  and  figure. 

Cancers  of  the  word  fort  in  the  tongue  and  throat 
have  been  entirely  cured,  and  the  mod  obdinate,  rheu¬ 
matic,  and  arthritic  pains  afiuaged  by  the  Hemlock  alone. 

Chronical  vomitings,  which  yield  to  no  other  remedy, 
have  been  perfectly  removed  thereby. 

The  itch,  and  a  malignant  leprofy  of  the  face,  (after 
adminidring  many  medicines,  and  thofe  the  mod  power¬ 
ful)  were  cured  by  the  Hemlock . 

Swelled,  painful,  and  rigid  joints,  were  in  many  pa¬ 
tients  redored,  by  a  fomentation  of  Hemlock ,  and  by  its 
internal  ufe,  to  their  natural  and  found  date. 

Thefe  cafes,  befides  others  highly  worthy  of  notice, 
will  be  defcribed  by  the  very  learned  Dr.  Colin. 

Thefe  and  other  experiments  made  with  the  Hemlock , 

\ Thorn-apple ,  Henbane ,  and  Blue  Wolfsbane ,  were  not 
performed  in  private,  or  in  a  corner,  but  in  a  publick 
hofpital,  where  leveral  very  fkilful  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  faw  the  patients  from  fird  to  lad. 

But  above  all  we  congratulate  ourfelves,  that  the  il- 
ludrious  Baron  Van  Swieten ,  (a  mod  equitable  judge  of 
fuch  cafes)  often  reforts  to  our  hofpital,  and  examines 
the  patients,  on  whom  fuch  experiments  are  made,  and 
accurately  obferves  the  whole  courfe  both  of  the  difeafe 
and  cure  ;  fo  that  no  doubt  can  remain  about  the  truth 
of  the  fact,  as  he  has  thus  with  his  own  eyes  feen  feveral 
of  the  cures. 

We  therefore  reckon  ourfelves  highly  obliged  to  him, 
that  he  has  vouchfafed  to  take  this  trouble  ;  as  his 
prefence  never  failed  to  be  a  new  fpur  and  incentive  to 
us,  dill  to  go  on  with,  and  complete  farther  experiments. 
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HOEVER  adminifters  to  patients  thefe  reme* 


vv  dies  above  defcribed,  let  them  always  begin  with 
the  final  left  dole,  and  then  gradually  encreafe  it. 

If  the  lead  bad  effedl  fhould  happen  from  the  ufe  of 
fuch  a  remedy,  it  is  directly  to  be  laid  afide. 

But  if  nothing  unfavourable  happens,  the  dofe  is  to 
be  encreafed  with  a  How  and  prudent  hand,  till  the  de- 
fired  effedt  is  obferved  ;  and  then  there  is  no  occafion 
any  further  to  encreafe  the  dofe,  as  long  as  the  fame 
eftedt  continues. 

If  any  one  has  the  practice  and  experience  of  any 
other  remedy,  which  relembles  mine  in  efficacy,  or  is 
ftill  more  efficacious  and  fafe,  I  beg  he  would  rather 
make  ufe  of  that. 

But  if  no  fuch  remedy  is  extant,  it  is  at  every  one’s 
option  to  give,  or  forbear  giving,  fome  one  of  mine,  and 
thus  leave  the  patient  to  his  fate. 

No  conftraint  is  put  on  any  one,  only  let  each  one 
look  to  it,  what  his  confidence  may  fuggeft,  and  what 
the  love  he  owes  to  his  neighbour  may  enjoin. 

I  have  ffiewn  in  what  manner  thefe  remedies  may  be 
fafely  exhibited  to  patients. 

From  the  experiments,  or  cafes,  it  appears,  in  what 
diftempers  they  may  feem  to  be  of  fervice. 

This  is  fully  fufficient,  and  farther  care  and  applica¬ 
tion  will  furnifh  more. 

The  very  learned  Max.  Locber ,  Phyfician  to  St. 
Mark* s  Ilofpital,  has  already  tried  thefe  my  remedies 
on  feveral  patients,  without  ever  obferving  any  un¬ 
lucky  accident  from  them,  but  rather  extraordinary 
effiedis  ;  and  as  he  has  collected  feveral  experiments  or 
cafes,  he  will  not  fail  faithfully  to  defcribe  them. 

The  illuftrious  Lebmacher  has  fecn  the  good  effedts  of 
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my  powder  of  fugar,  and  extract  of  Blue  Wolfsbane ,  in 
an  intermitting  fever,  and  a  moll  inveterate  Gonorrhoea , 
after  having  for  a  long  time  ufed  all  other  remedies  to 
no  purpofe. 

George  Hafenohrl ,  a  very  ingenious  Phyfician  in  the 
Spanifh  hofpital,  gave  his  mad  patients  extradt  of  Thorn- 
Apple ,  which  given  to  half  a  drachm,  and  even  a  whole 
drachm,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  never  proved 
prejudicial,  hut  was  obferved  to  produce  great  alterations 
for  the  better. 

But  whether  they  will  prove  conffant,  time  alone  will 
fhew, 

I  have,  however,  laid  out  a  field,  which  we  are  to  la¬ 
bour  and  cultivate,  in  order  to  leffen,  alleviate,  and  cure 
the  diftempers,  calamities,  and  racking  tortures  of  pa¬ 
tients  . 

I  therefore,  in  the  moil  courteous  manner,  beg  of  all 
good  Phyficians,  that,  with  united  efforts,  they  would 
pleafe  to  concur  with  my  endeavours,  and  promote  a 
work,  which,  it  fhould  feem,  will  prove  fo  falutary  to 
the  diforders  of  mankind. 

And  though  the  prefent  age  may  perhaps,  with  a  fu- 
percilious  eye,  view  thefe  our  labours,  let  this  on  no  ac¬ 
count  difcourage  us  •,  hereafter  will  arife  thofe  who  will 
pafs  a  more  equitable  judgement,  and  return  us  the 
thanks  we  have  a  right  to0 
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